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| don’t know about you but | hate to break prorsidehave been promising
my eldest son that we’'d go down to the soccer digdgether one afternoon to
practice and kick the ball around just the two 9far weeks, but as the day
arrived for our appointment, my own week had sndl@daand my time was gone.

This week | was finally able to keep my word. Wenwto the soccer fields
and had a lot of fun. | came back exhausted.llrstd a lot of work to do. But it
felt good to keep my word to my son.

As we contemplate the meaning of the coming oistht is important for
you to know that what took place when Jesus was Wwais God the Father
keeping His promises. Of course, unlike so manyspfunlike me, God did not get
so busy that He was required by circumstance spiraiut of control to delay the
fulfillment of His promise. Galatians 4:4 says, When the fullness of time had
come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, lbmater the law, to redeem
those under the law, that we might receive adom®aons.” In keeping His
promise by sending Jesus Christ, God acted “iriutth@ess of time,” that is, at just
the right time, at precisely the moment He had ipdah) in precisely the manner He
intended. And yet for all that, there was a long gatween promises made and
promises kept. So much so that many despairedé€fiorist's coming, just as
many have despaired since, that God’s promisesaneally reliable.

As we turn to the last in our series of expoasgiof the opening chapter of
John’s gospel, the major motif, the thing that dsaaut is the idea of fulfillment,
of promises kept. Let me show you what | mean.

First of all, look with me at verse 14. In onetloé most profound statements
to be found anywhere in the Bible, John writes:éWord became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory ab@bnly begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth.”

The Word of verse 1, the Word who was with God aho was God, by
whom all things were made that have been made welsowith God in the
beginning, this Word, God, the eternal Son, bectash. As | said last Sabbath



morning as we sat around the Lord’s Table togetlwn does not put this in quite
the form we tend to adopt when speaking aboutdnarg of Jesus. Customarily
theologians will speak about the eternal Gdng flesh orassumingflesh, and

that is not an unhelpful way to speak. But thatasJohn’s language. No, John is
far more radical. He says the Wdydcameflesh. He did not cease to be the Word,
but the Wordbecameflesh.

Flesh is the characteristic term the New Testamses to describe human
nature in all its weakness and frailty. The Wbettame fleshHe was utterly and
fully identified with flesh. He is, even now at thght hand of the Father in
heavenly glory then-fleshed GodAll that makes a human being human, sin
excepting, became, in the moment Christ was coedea the Holy Spirit in the
womb of the virgin, the full possession of the e&iGod. What a statement that
is! In the flesh of the baby that Mary held in bems was to be found the eternal
God who made the universe and who upholds it byvbrel of His power.

In the run up to Christmas in 1993 the London me&perThe Times carried
an article describing the coming of Christ in tetimst capture John'’s point here
brilliantly. The birth of Jesus ighe Times declared, “the shocking centre of
Christian faith, which dares to claim that in tinegility and contingency of a
single human life the Creator knew His creatiomfrihe inside.” (cited in Paul
Beasley MurrayJoy to the World, 131) That'’s it exactly! What an audacious
claim! God has come to know His creation from the&de. He became flesh and
dwelt among us.

But | want you to notice especially what John sagst about this
astounding miracle of Incarnation. He says the Wimchme fleslnd dwelt
among us Literally he says the Word became flesh and piiidHis tent among us.
In the Old Testament the great paradigm of redemngtom bondage, the great
model of salvation, was the exodus, when God lexklut of slavery into the
wilderness and eventually into the Promised LandExodus 25:8, having rescued
Israel from slavery, God commanded them to “makarectuary for me, andwill
dwell among theni.This sanctuary was called a “tabernacle,” andGineek Old
Testament, the version familiar to John and hidees used the word John uses
here to describe that dwelling place, that tabden&o, whereas in the Exodus, the
great Old Covenamhodelof redemption, God dwelt in the midst of His pepjpi



a Tabernacle, so now, in the New Covenant, in teatéulfilment of the Exodus
model, in theeal redemption of God’s people from bondage to sindawth and
hell, God has come to dwell among His people, mat iabernacle made from
animal hide, but in the flesh, in the humanity e$us Christ. In Jesus God has
come to dwell among His people. A new Exodus, kafiudl true redemption from
slavery, was taking place with the birth of thibp&oy to the Virgin Mary.

Now this idea of God dwelling in the midst of Hisople became a central
motif in the Old Testament scriptures. There is@gnition that the dwelling of
God among His people in the tabernacle of Exodustga to a fuller blessing still
to come. The covenant promise God had made widlellsvas that He would be a
God to them and they would be His people. Levit26d2 puts it like this,l“will
walk among youand be your God, and you shall be My people.” Hawsod
among them was integral to the covenant relatigngknd so the prophets speak
again and again about the day when that promidéwilulfilled and God will
come to reside in the fullest sense among His geopl

Isaiah 7:14 speaks about the coming of one whddnmei called Immanuel,
which means “God with us.” Zechariah 2:10 saymd%nd rejoice, O daughter
of Zion! For behold, | am comingnd | will dwell in your midst" says the brp.”

And at the other end of the Bible, and speakinthefvery end of history,
the book of Revelation, in chapter 21:3, onceragaks up that covenantal
language: “And | heard a loud voice from heavenrggyBehold, the tabernacle
of Godiswith men, and He will dwell with them, and they Ble His people.
God Himself will be with thenand be their God.” When John sees a vision of
heaven, he sees it in terms of Gbvaelling with us and bringing His covenant
promises to ultimate and complete fulfillment

And standing in the center of those two poles—C3#dtament promise
looking forward to the coming day and the finafifihent in the New Heavens
and the New Earth at the end of history, standsthe axis and pivot on which
the entire drama of promise and fulfillment tunssjohn 1:14. The Word became
flesh and dwelt among us. Standing at hinge ofesi@m history is the birth of the
Lord Jesus Christ.



In Him God comes to dwell. Because of Him the pea®s are kept. Because
of Him Revelation 21 is not just a possibility, neit simply an aspiration, much
less a hoped for but uncertain future, it is thargateed and certain destiny of all
who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

And this theme of fulfillment, of promises ke,not confined to verse 14.
Versel4 says Jesus fulfills the Exodus symbol of rescamfslavery and of God
“tabernacling” among His people. Vers®, however, tells us that Jesus came and
fulfilled the preaching of John the Baptist. “Jdbore witness of Him and cried out
saying, ‘This was He of whom | said, <He who corafter me is preferred before
me, because He was before me.>" In verse 14 we treancient covenant
promise fulfilled. In verse 15 we have the conterappwitness fulfilled.

And then look down at verse 17, “For the law wa®g through Moses, but
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” Wheheasgh Moses God
communicated Hisnoral law to Israel, with all its demands and condemning
power, so that overlaying the covenant promiseedémption made to Abraham
was another layer of legal obligation, exposingé$s sin and demonstrating their
need of a savior, offering blessing in the landdbedience and cursing for
disobedience; whereas through Moses God gavedfenoniallaw to Israel, with
its priesthood and temple and sacrifices andstoimplex rituals that
symbolically pointed to the need for blood atonetv@ard a substitute to bear the
wrath of God; whereas through Moses God gavechiklaw to Israel with its
detailed case law and prescriptions covering easpgct of the civic life of Israel
in their land, teaching them that they were a pegplt apart to God because of His
redemption of them; whereas God had done all thidis law given to them
through Mosesso now,instead of the condemning power of theral law, grace
and truth, pardoning and justifying sinners, through thed_desus Christ has
come. Instead of the typology and symbolism ofddemoniallaw, grace and
truth flow from the atoning blood of Christ on the cr@ssour great high priest
gives Himself for sinners. Instead@¥il sanctions for a national Israglcome
grace and truthflowing from Jesus Christ sanctifying a peopleHamself from
every tribe and language and nation.




You see the great theme here of fulfilment? Thetae fulfillment of the
covenant promise that God would dwell in the mafdtlis people and take them
for His own, verse 14. There is the fulfilmenttbé legal demands given to Israel
through Moses, all of which pointed to, and preddog, and obviated the need for
Jesus Christ, verse 17. There is the fulfillmenhefpromise of a coming Messiah
in the preaching of John the Baptist, verse 15.afomtheme of John 1:14-18 is
the theme ofulfillment. John wants you to understand tGaid keeps His
promises In Christ God was delivering on a promise He hadle and renewed
and ratified and pictured in symbols and dramatindtie tabernacle and
explained in sacrifices and underscored the neeith faw. In Jesus that promise
was kept.

Well, so what? There are three implications sgedlut for us in this
passage arising from the fulfillment of the covdamaomise in Jesus Christ. The
first is a general observation and it is this:litlae covenant promises pointed
forward to and looked for the coming of Christ, d@hey found their fulfillment
that first Christmas when Christ was born in tlabli, ifthat is true then there is,
and has only ever beemme way of salvationGod does not save Israel by works
and the church by grace. No, the law and the saesifind the priests and the
temple all were given to prepare Israel for andhpthiem to and teach them to
trust inChrist. The Bible is a single unified whole. The comirigchirist, the
virgin birth, means the Bible hame message and one theniesings on every
page to the same melody line. These are they, 3asiliso the Pharisees who were
searching the Old Testament scriptuthesearethey which speak of MeThe
whole Bible shouts about salvation by faith alam@dsus Christ alone.

The strongest argument for the unity and coherehtige whole Bible is the
coming of Jesus Christ. You can point to the Oldtdment and sum it up, in the
words of Mark Dever;Promises madé, and then point to the coming of Christ in
the New Testament and saromises kept,” Wwich means, of course, that you
cantrust the word of God, and the promises of God. It mgamscan trusGod

The coming of Christ is, if you like, a cosmic tathtory experiment in
which God has proven the reliability of His own caer for all who care to
examine the data. Which means for some of us, wasuas says “do not worry



about what you will eat or what you will wear... sdekt the kingdom of God and
His righteousness and all these things will be ddde/ou as well,ive have a
basis outside of our own complex and trying circutasces for trusting God and
taking Him at His word We can point to the fulfillment of ancient proess we
can point to the whole panorama of God’s saving,@&eeping across the ages,
and then turn to the details of our own lives vatimfidence that the God of
covenant faithfulness, whose Word never fails, manitterly trusted in our own
case, tooFight worry by faith in the promises, and bolsteaith in the promises
by remembering that Christ was born of Mary and tpeomises were fulfilled.

The second implication arising from this themdudfillment can be found
in verse 14 and verse 18. A3tthn the so what question. The Word became flesh
and dwelt among us. Well, so what, John?

What is his answer? Look at the text. “The Worddme flesh and dwelt
among usand we beheld His glory, the glory as of the onggotten of the
Father.”

“Beholding the glory” may not strike you as telyilmpressive until you see
what John is really telling us. Verse 18 explahmes point, “No one has seen God at
any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosbthe Father, He has
declared Him.” Now while there is absolutely nopdige among scholars over the
meaningof this verse, there is a good deal of discusalmyut some of the ancient
manuscripts which have slightly different versiafsit. One textual tradition is
reflected in our translation, the New King Jamessi@, and reads: “the only
begotten Son...” has declared God to us. But theesmus of scholarly opinion
prefers another, older version. This version isxawere striking. It reads, “The
only begotterGod, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has ded|Biien.”

The meaning in either case is the same—Jesus @iy begotten Son of
God, He is very God of very God, begotten not mafdene substance with the
Father.That is the one who took flesh and dwelt among us.tBeiimplications of
that, according to John, are that, because Godrieeozan in Christ, the invisible
God has been declared to us. Johnseas His glory, the glory of the only
begotten of the Father.



No one has seen God at any time. But the onlyttmg&od who in the
bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. That idedlared” — He has
declared him- is as we’ve seen before the vemxlhgh, sat o, (exegesato) from
which we get our word “exegesis.” To exegete a ik explain it by unpacking
the meaning of the words. Jesus, John is sayinlgeiexegesis of God. He
unpacks God for us. His glory is revealed to uldim. You cannot otherwise see
God. But in Christ God is available to us.

Because of the baby born in Bethlehem, ordinaop|ge sinners trusting in
Christ, you and I—we can know and access and coramuth God, really and
personally and truly, in the Lord Jesus. If you Wdoknow God,you must go to
Christ. There is no other name under heaven given amamglay which we must
be saved. God is unveiled to sinnendy in Jesus ChristLooking atlesuswe see
God

And finally the third great implication that flovisom this theme of
fulfillment really provides the means by which we able to know God in Christ
at all. It is this great note of grace that soutisughout the passage. Alongside
the theme of fulfillment and the theme of revelatis the theme of grace.

Those three themes all come together, of counseerse 14, “The Word
became flesh and dwelt among us.” Thefilidiment. “We beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the father.” Thisneevelation “Full of grace and
truth.” There iggrace Then the grace notes in the passage sound agagnse 17,
paired this time only with the note of fulfillmerfThe law came by Mosegrace
and truth came by Jesus Christ.”

And the theme of grace sounds again, singly tims,tin verse 16, “And of
His fullness we have all received, and grace facgr’ That word “’for” there
(gracefor grace) is the Greek particati-which indicates something replacing
something else. John is saying that we have redgkecean place of grace in
place of grace in place of still more gracé&race flows in an unending abundance
from the Lord Jesus Christ, so that for every emstance and every context, for
every need and every fresh challenge, for the ldethyour sin and the weakness



of your flesh, for the frailties of your body arttktlimitations of your
understanding, for the all the peculiarities of yown situation, and the great
universal needs that perennially plague the huneanththere is nor can be any
lack of grace in Jesus Christ. “My God,” Paul cap as confidently as John, “will
supply every need of yours according to His riahggory in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19: Jesus is a repository and stotsé of grace available for
sinners. Faith is the key that unlocks that gnestsury. Go to Christ and find
grace in place of grace in place of grace, gracemding even to the chief of
sinners.

That is what we need this Christmas most urgepntiy,know. It's not more
stuff. It's grace Grace simply means the favor and blessing of, @ddressing
with the deepest problem of our natusar sin. That grace is ours through Jesus
Christ by whose cross such grace was purchasddathsf wrath, grace is ours.
Instead of the condemnation of the law, grace is.dastead of being shut out
forever from the presence of God, beholding theygbd God in the face of Jesus
Christ is ours. How? By means of the Cross. Chlied that instead of wrath we
might enjoy grace, and instead of the outer-darknge might receive the beatific
vision.

What we really need this Christmas is not moré,stiit? It's not even the
closeness and love of family, as important asitha/hat wereally need this
Christmas is a faithful God, whose promises weregnon. One who never fails
and whose faithfulness knows no bounds. The cowifirighrist is the proof that
such a God is to be found. He can be found in @igy®f Bethlehem and on the
Cross of Calvary. There the promises were kepthézet of God was revealed,
and grace upon grace upon grace for all the nefenlsr souls was purchased for
rebel sinners.

Amen.



