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When you have to make a turn on a multi lane hagghwsually near the
intersection there will be signs on either sidéhef road with critically important
information on them for someone coming from thetethiKingdom. It’s like they are
placed there just for us. How good of the U. S.egoment to make provision for Brits
like that. I'm sure you've seen those big red sigiteey have two words printed on
them. Do you know what they say?

WRONG WAY!

You're in the wrong lane. You're going the wrongyw You're facing the wrong
direction.

It struck me as | was preparing for this sermat th many ways that is a central
message of the Lord’s Prayer. You are facing thengywvay. Don't look that way. Look
this way. You need to turn around and point yogefm a different direction. Stop
going in the direction of self and sin and the wahd empty-fleeting satisfactions and
the pursuit of your private agenda and the pilipgaf your own comforts. That's the
wrong way.

Turn around and look at the Glory.
Turn around and look at GRACE.

And if ever there was a section of the Lord’s rditted to help us make that U
turn in the road of our lives, it is this last sent We’'ve come to the closing phrases of
the Lord’s Prayer. And isn’t it wonderful that hauld be aloxology “Doxology”
means, literallyglory words. We sometimes talk abouhe doxology,” referring to the
song “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”htigy But that is notthe
doxology,” that is really onla doxology. A doxology is an ascription of glory and
adoration and praise to God. The Bible is fullledr.

And so it is wonderfully fitting that the Lord’s&yer should conclude with one of
them. Itbegan you will remember, with a God-ward focus, meditgton the
Fatherhood of God, presupposing as it does the-memdling relationship between Jesus
Christ, who is God, the Son made flesh, and GodF#tker in the eternal fellowship of
the Holy Trinity. And we saw how that opening addrévolves the explosive, worship-
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inspiring fact that Jesus, the eternal Son, teasinegrs like you and méo addresslis
Father amur Father. Those opening two words summarize theevhospel, don’t
they? The entire Christian message is here in thieedetters. They say to orphaned
sinners like us, the only begotten Son of God nasngHis life that you might become
adopted sons and daughters of God. And now, aittte end of the Lord’s Prayer, is
another God-ward glance. “Yours is the kingdom, tinedpower, and the glory, forever.
Amen.” Like bookends on either side of this prages these great reminders that all of
life is to be lived for God.

But before we get into the language of this clggioxology, we need to face a
problem straight away. The problem is that Jesmosi certainly did not say these
words. Neither did the gospel writers pen themyoli are using a church Bible, a New
King James Version, the words are included in tiaggr, but if you are using any of the
other modern versions, they are excluded, and yolgbly have a footnote explaining
why. None of the Western Latin manuscripts contiais doxology, and the earliest
Greek manuscripts do not contain it either. It issimg from the parallel account in
Luke’s gospel, and church fathers, like Tertulliathe 2¢ century, Cyprian in the'®
and Augustine in the™century, were all quite unaware of any such daypio
connection with the Lord’s Prayer. One ancient chudocument called the Didache
contains a doxology, but it is different from theeathat has now become traditional.

So, most scholars agree that these words, whiduh@nd Biblical, are not
inspired words. They were probably added to thggarhy early Christians because it
was customary to conclude prayer and praise inthis The early Jewish prayer
known as the 18 Benedictions concludes, “Blessatido@aame of the glory of His
kingdom forever and ever, Amen.” So the wordshefdoxology were more likely
inserted at a later date by copyists who were famwith its use in the worship of the
ancient church. The doxology certainly summarizesechoes a good deal of the
content of the prayer and appropriately givestaldglory and praise to God. And its
suitability, the way it seems to lend symmetrytte prayer, and its antiquity have all
commended it to the use of the whole church eveesi

Though it may not have been penned by the gosplebes or given to the church
by Christ, its roots are deeply Biblical. Earliee wead together 1 Chronicles 29:10-15.
Here are the roots of the doxology of the Lord’ayer. King David prayed, “Yours, O
LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glogythe victory and the majesty, for
all that is in the heavens and in the earth is ¥o¥ours is the kingdom, O LORD, and
You are exalted as head above all. Both richedhandr come from You, and You rule
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over all. In Your hand are power and might, an¥aur hand it is to make great and to
give strength to all. And now we thank You, ourdGand praise Your glorious name.”
Can you see the themes and language of the doxatdgg close of the Lord’s Prayer
here? “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and thesp@and the glory and the victory
and the majesty.... Yours is the Kingdom...” s&gvid.

And, “Yours is the kingdom and the power and tloeygforever Amen” we pray
with him. At the conclusion of the prayer that David’s son &eir gave to this church,
we rightly pick up the language of this majesticalogy, ascribing to God the glory
due His name.

And even the most cursory scan over the New Testastriptures will find them
littered with doxologies.

1 Timothy 1:17 "To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the o@pd, be
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”

1 Timothy 6:15-16 “The blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kiagd
Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dieeén unapproachable light,
whom no one has ever seen or can see. To Himr@ bad eternal dominion.
Amen.”

2 Timothy 4:18 “The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed dmthg me
safely into His heavenly kingdom. To Him be therglforever and ever.
Amen.”

Jude 1:25 “To the only God, our Savior, through Jesus CloistLord, be
glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, beforetiahe and now and forever.
Amen.”

Revelation 4:11"Worthy are You, our Lord and God, to receive gland
honor and power, for You created all things, apgdur will they existed and
were created."

Revelation 5:13 “And | heard every creature in heaven and orheart! under
the earth and in the sea, and all that is in tleaying, "To Him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor borgl gnd might forever and
ever!"



After rehearsing those passages, Philip Rykenladas, “Therefore whether it
was spoken by Jesus or not, the traditional endlinige Lord’s Prayer is part of the
Biblical pattern for prayer. When you pray, itight and good to give God the glory for
the power of His kingdom.” (RykeiVhen You Pray, 177)

So let’s take a look at the doxology itself. | pignwant to take each phrase in
turn.

First, we ascribe to God the kingdom. Early othia prayer we prayed “Your
Kingdom come,” asking that God'’s kingly reign migixtend and advance, by means of
the proclamation of the law and the gospel, thradghchurch, to the ends of the earth.
And here, as we conclude the prayer, we remember to coftffasshat kingdom, while
in one sense “comingdlready belongs to GoHe isalreadyLord and King and He
alreadyrules over all.

And while we are confessing our submission torkiggesty, we are also
disowning all claim to final authoritior ourselves When we pray, “Yours is the
Kingdom,” we are affirming the proper order of tha self in the dust and God on the
throne...self in the dust, God on the throne.

And this is worship? | thought worship was meawt e positive and joyfulSelf
in the dust, God on the throne? Really®?may not sound like good news at first
perhaps, but if you've come to know what it meanpray the first two words of the
Lord’s Prayer for yourself, you won't think that wéor long. When the one on the
throne is Abba Father, when His love and grace leaptured your affections and won
your heart, nothing thrills your soul more thars&y, “Self in the dust, God on the
throne. Abba, Yours is the kingdom. Your ruiallelujah! My Father is th&ing!”

Then secondly, we ascribe to God “the power.” t¥ois the kingdomand the
power”

God is no weakling. His arm is not shortened thed&nnot save.

We do not whimper out our despairing cries toltbavens in the vain hope that
someone “out there” might possibly hear us and patyeon us. No, children of the
Father go boldly to His throne, to obtain mercy &nd grace to help us in our time of
need.

We are able to say with Paul, in Philippians 4:“Lhave learned in whatever
circumstances to be content. | know how to be abard | know how to abound.
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Everywhere and in all things | have learned bothdadull and to be hungry, both to
abound and to suffer need.” How Paul? What is #oeet of contentment like that? How
can you suffer loss and hunger and be in needhiéeand keep going Paul? What is the
secret? Here it is, “| have learned in every cirstance to be content, whether in plenty
or in need.” How?I can do all things through Christ who strengthense.”

The word “strengthens me” comes from the sameasthe word “power” used
in the Lord’s Prayer. Paul actually says | can kithangs through Christ who empowers
me.

What a universe of hope there is in the doxoldgye Lord’s Prayer; therefore,
when we remind ourselves in adoration of God tiatts, Father, is the kingdoand
the powel” we have hope.

| cannot see where daily bread will come fromomh'tlknow how | will ever get
victory over this besetting sin. That non-Christiaand or that college campus or that
closed country or that unreached people group—alieseem so impervious to the
gospel. But | do not despair, for .Y.aurs is the powerGod is faithful and He will do it.
(1Thessalonian 5:24) | am weak. The church is wEather. But You armighty. | can
do all things through Christ who empowers me. Yosithe kingdonand the power

What will you be afraid to pray or attempt for did you grasp the meaning of
this doxology! He isable He hagpower There is nothing and no one beyond His reach.

Whatsecuritythere is in this great truth! One of the reasorgdw not risk much
for Christ or suffer much for Christ is that we &be our satisfaction too much in this
world. We locate our security and our peace inwogd—in its stuff and in its praise.
The world is so central to our psychological wedftélrat we cannot afford to lose this
world and its pleasures. We will not risk losingfal Christ, or anything for Christ,
because we do not root our identityGhrist, butin the abundance of thingslsn’t that
so? If we lose our things, our car and clothesamputer, our iPhone and hairstyle,
our boyfriend and popularity, if we lose them, hesmwe have invested so much of our
identity in them, we loseurselvesand for the most, part we are just not willingltoit.

But when you know thatod has the power to keep you from falling and to
present you before His glorious presence withoat spwrinkle or any other stain,
when you know that you can be in plenty or sufieedhbecause you can do all things
through Christ who empowers you, when you know @ad has the power, so that you
are able to count dll joy, my brothers and sisters, when you endure trialaafy
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kinds, you willlet go of the worldwith its pleasures and comforts. You will no leng
locate your security and identity there. And yoll isegin to sing David’'s new song of
radical self-surrender, in Psalm 73, “Whom have heaven but you? And there is
nothing on earth that | desitgesides yoti And what is the consequence of that radical
prizing of God and trust in the power of God? Halbite to sayMy flesh and my heart
may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and/mortion forever.”

You have the poweiVhat can man do to me? He is able to keep thathwihi
have committed unto Him against that day. Isseoure | am kepty the poweof God
unto salvation. H&eepsme. | am able to suffer worldly loss, and presrals, andmy
joy and hope and peace are unaffectedcause my security and my identity aos
rooted in mystuff, myreputation my popularity, my wealthany more. They are rooted
in God’s power to keep His promises and fulfill ians. They are rooted in the
certainty that He who began a good work in me egallry it on to completion until the
day of Christ Jesus. They are rooted in the unsilekaomise that those whom God
foreknew He also called and those whom He calleadlsie justified and those whom He
justified He also glorified.

No one ever riskednything for Christ who did not believe that He was
everythingthat really mattered and thidis powercould keep them whehe world
failed, their bodies failed, their friends aroundhém all failed But when you know
thatHe never fails thatHis is the power, you will begin to take risks for Histand up
for His cause, and go with His gospel. Our lackeaidiness to go for Him, speak for
Him, suffer for Himunmasks our failure to trust His power. He is ab¥ou don’t
have to be. So trust Him and give your life for Hisaise.

Yours in the kingdom, and the power, and finaf¥ours is the glory.”

Paul’'s doxology in Romans 11:36 unpacks what weeaeally saying here. “Of
Him and through Him and to Him are all things, tbham be the glory forever. Amen.”
The point and goal of all things, the motive in GodHis creation in the first place, and
the purpose towards which all creation moves,egglbry and exaltation of God
Himself. Creation reverberates, scripture say#t) thie glory of God. “The heavens
declare the glory of God, and the sky above prowdilis handiwork.” (Psalm 19:1)

And not just creation, redemption, Jesus Chris,derson and work, supremely

display God's glory. In 2 Corinthians 4:4-6 Papkaks about “the light dhe gospel of
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the glory of Christ who is the image of God. For what we proclaimas ourselves,

but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as yowasés for Jesus' sake. For God, who
said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shanmur heart$o give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jestigrist.”

In the face of Christ, in the good news about Hooking at Jesus, God’s glory
shines at its brightest.

And recognizing and delighting in that glory, tjery of God in creation and
redemption, is theurposeof our lives. It is, therefore, also the end we are to have in
view as we pray all the other petitions of the Lsidrayer.

Why should God’s name be hallowed except thatgitisy might be made known
and His greatness adored among His creatures? étyasHis will be done and His
Kingdom come, except that we might be enabled rancemore to live ohilis terms
and in conformity tdHis purposes, that He might have first place amongnasreceive
all the glory? When we pray that our Father mighegis our daily bread, it is not
merely the hunger pangs in our bellies that move Ganswer, but the great glory He
receives from us when, in His mercy, He suppliasneeds. When we are forgiven our
sins, we cease all boasting in our own imaginedigess and instead offer humble and
contrite worship to God for His sheer grace. Whenéhds us not into temptation and
defends us from Satan, we are made to see sti#t olearly the greatness, love,
kindness, and mercy of our Galfe see His glory more clearly when, as we cry tonHi
in need, He answers. The ultimate goal of all prayand every one of His answers, is
God’s glory.

The story is told of one of Alexander the Gregeserals who was about to be
married and who comes to Alexander asking for mmake an extravagant gift to pay
for the wedding and the feast and so on. He askas $amply staggering sum, and the
King's advisors are scandalized and ready to seadnian away. But Alexander silenced
them and gave the audacious general all that redaskplaining that by asking so much
of him, his general showed that he knew that helwadis rich and generous.

When we learn to ask for great things from Goddemonstrate our faith that
God Himself is even greater. He is both rich angegeus. He is competent to give all
that we need. God is glorified when we pray greayers.



Phillip Ryken tells the story of the Tarascan & of Mexico. Apparently many
of the Tarascan Christians call themseldesstas, from the New Testament Greek
word for glory,doxa. They are confessing that they eXatthe glory of God Their
lives have been devoted to God'’s praise and hdiay are given up to the pursuit of
the exaltation of the Triune God through the sabwabf sinners by faith in Jesus Christ.

When we say to God that “Yours is the glory,” we eonfessing that He is
glorious and worthy to be adored as such. Wexgeessing the fundamental purpose
of our existence. We are completing the goal ofredemption: that God should get the
glory in all things.

It may be that you have been facing the wrong atbthis time. Let the doxology
teach you that you are for God, for His glory, lfos praise. Let it remind you that our
God reigns that you might pray and act boldly, #rad the King who reigns has all the
power, that you might pray and act in faith, narieg to risk everything or anything in
the service of Christ,

God is glorious. Glorify Him. He has the poweru3irin Him. And His is the
Kingdom. Bow before Him.

“Forever, Amen.”



