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This morning we’ve come to the fifth petition dktLord’s Prayer, “Forgive us
our debts as we forgive our debtors.” We movedthfeofocus on God and His glory,
kingdom, and will in the opening three petitionglod prayer, through a concern for
daily necessities for life in the fourth, to thitdday about spiritual necessities in the
fifth petition. As we examine this prayer requéisere are four issues we need to
wrestle with.

There is the debt itself, first of all. What are talking about when we pray that
our debt would be forgiven? Then secondly, thetbesdeadline we need to be aware
of. There is a terminal point beyond which it via# too late and the penalty for
nonpayment of our debts will be exacted from usg, that act lends this prayer its
urgency. Then thirdly, there are the debtors wieocatled upon to take up this prayer.
What categories of people are in view when we foayhe forgiveness of debts?
Whose prayer is this? And then fourthly, theréhes debtor’'s need. What is it that
debtors are asking for, and what conditions mughéein order for this prayer to be
answered, if any? So therdte debt, the deadline, the debtors, and the debtor
need.

First of all, let’s think abouthe debtmentioned here. What does Jesus mean
when He teaches us to pray for the forgivenes&bfs?

Jesus is talking about sin here, isn’t He, andsHesing the idea of a debt as a
powerful metaphor for our sinful condition? Now tt@ncept of debt is one that we
are all too familiar with, I'm sure. Every night éime news we hear about national
debt, or about credit card debt, or about studeht.csome of us wrestle day by day to
deal with our debts. We have car loans and mortggagedent loans, and overdrafts.
Debt is a near universal fact of contemporary [ifebt grows and lingers and drains
our resources. It seems to have a life of its dgataping from its clutches is very
hard to do. We know all about debt, don’t we?

And so Jesus’ use of this image helps undersoormportant truth about our
fundamental identity as human beings. Some versibtie Lord’s Prayer say at this
point, “forgive us outrespasseas we forgive those wheoespassagainst us.” A



trespass describes sin as straying out of boutisls; breaking of the rules, a willful
overstepping of the mark. And that is fair enougiit that does not communicate the
insidious, ensnaring power of a debt. Nor doesmmunicate the relational dynamic
that is involved in sin.

Sin is a debt because, when we sin, we rob Gétisofjlory and owe Him
recompense. After creation, God established osirfiarents in covenant with
Himself in the Garden of Eden, in what is knowrirescovenant of works. He
required Adam to render perfect and full obediginddis law, to offer all due
submission, fealty, and love to God as King anddLdhis Adam failed to do. He
broke the covenant and condemned not only himselalb mankind descending from
him by ordinary generation, as our shorter cateclpats it. He condemned all human
beings except Jesus Christ, to an estate of simasety. That is our condition. We
are born debtors. The covenantal obligation theteceupon Adam rests upon us all
still. We are bound to obey and serve and loveheormibr the Triune God alone. Since
Adam, however, we have inherited both the guihisffirst sin and a predisposition to
join him in it. David’s confession in Psalm 51:§htly belongs on all our lips,
“Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and imsilid my mother conceive me.”

Before the economy went downhill, | recall hearangews editorial dealing
with how difficult it was for first time home owneto get onto the property market.
The solution being offered by some banks in thadédéhKingdom at least was the fifty
year mortgage. The idea was borrowed from Japdreedes where you could
purchase a home and get a mortgage like this atfardable rate. The only problem
was you would almost certainly pass on the remgidebt on to your children. They
would inherit the mortgage and be required to dayhe debt, too.

The covenantal obedience and honor that Adam @eet] and that the first
three petitions of the Lords’ Prayer plead for, @mesersally binding on all human
beings still. By nature, apart from Jesus Chrigt,alf remain under obligation to keep
the covenant of works. Yet since Adam, we have lb®en and conceived as sinners.
Like children whose parents took out a 50 year gagé, we arborn debtors We
owe God glory. We owe Him obedience. We owe Hinelodnd we owe Him
reparationsfor sin. We not only owe Him the positive obligats of His law, we
owe Him recompense for our breaking of it. We a&auired not only to give Him
honor, we are requiretb pay for the dishonor we have done to Him
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And here is the terrible reality we must all fa€aough we are debtors, we are
incapable of paying the debt. The Bible charactsrizur spiritual condition as
bankrupt We aredeadin trespasses and sins, Ephesians 2:1 says. \yeealisposed
to “suppressing the truth in unrighteousness exgingrihe truth of God for a lie,”
Romans 1:18ff reminds us. “The natural person do¢sccept the things of the Spirit
of God, for they are folly to him, and he is noteato understand them because they
are spiritually discerned,” as 1 Corinthians 2:idspt. That is our condition: every
one of us. We are in the deepest, darkest holelafttiere is, and we have no
resources to dig our way out of it.

And more alarming still, there is, secondlydeadline for payment of the debt

Look again closely at verses 11-13. Notice how gart of the prayer is put
together: “Give us this day our daily bread, amgjifve us our debts as we forgive our
debtors and lead us not into temptation but deligeirom the evil one.” Now notice
theorder. Isn’t it curious that there is onfyne petitionin the whole prayer that deals
with physicalneeds? (Which, by the way, is a valuable remiodéiblical
proportions when it comes to prayer? Terry Johrasis, “How often when we
pray... do we pray only for our bodies and materielllweing? How often in prayer
meetings and on prayer lists do the overwhelmingbwer of prayer items listed,
discussed, and prayed for have to do with healthpdrysical matters? This is not the
priority of the Lord’s Prayer.”Terry JohnsonWwhen Grace Comes Alive, 143)

And isn’t it even more curious that that solitastition for physical needs—
give us this day our daily bread—should stand ethtlad of the section of the Lord’s
Prayer that is occupied with our condition? Evengtelse in this prayer is occupied
with spiritual realities The first three petitions deal with God and Hirg, His
kingdom, His will. The fifth and sixth petitions) the section dealing with our
condition, are occupied witsin and temptationBut the fourth petition that heads up
the section dwelling on human need is uniquely, lyhoaterialin emphasis.

Why?

In his sermons on the Shorter Catechism, ThomatoBaaid that the reason
why the prayer for daily bregatecedegshe prayer for daily pardon is that “the time of
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this life is the season of pardon...Now or never mesbe pardonedWhen we have
no more ado with bread, death taking away the nesttysof it, we have no more ado
with pardon.” (Thomas BostorCommentary on the Shorter Catechism, Val. 11, 613,
Still Waters Revival)lhe reason we pray for bread fitlsen forgiveness is that bread
sustaindife, and this life is the context, the theatre witivimich our forgiveness must
be obtained. This life is our window of opportunityhave our debt satisfieBoon,

the time for daily bread will be oveSoon enough, bread will no longer matter, and
we will stand before the One to whom we are indébitere is a deadline, quite
literally, adeadline on our debts. None of us knows how long owegd shall be. At
their end, or at judgment day, whichever comes, five shall all account for our debts
before the judgment seat of Christ.

“Perhaps we may think of the final judgment dmakruptcy trial,” writes
Phillip Ryken. “In former times, at the beginninfaobankruptcy proceeding, it was
customary for the bailiff to walk into the courtraaand says, ‘All debtors rise!’
Imagine every man woman or child who ever livechgahg before the throne of
God’s justice. Imagine our great Judge taking ldet swhile an angel says, ‘All
debtors rise!” At those words, every human beingilddnave to stand before the
Judge to settle his debts for all eternity.” (RyKRéhen You Pray, 122) One day
soon, the debt will be called in. What possibleaplell you make before the Judge on
that day?

Then thirdly, we need to ask abdle debtorsSo far we have been dealing
with the universality of sin. We are all debtorsriature. And that is exactly right.

When we pray “forgive us our debts,” we are baaugght by Christ to seek
pardon for our sins from the hands of the Judgesdimif you are not a Christian, it
Is vital that you realize that your spiritual cotnai leaves you without any choice.
You cannot pay. You cannot earn your way out of'&odndemnation. You owe
Him more than you can perform. You cannot obeyl&lignor can you satisfy the
demands of His justice for breaking it. All you leaeft is this desperate and urgent
plea: God be merciful to me, the sinner. That'gyaii've got. That's your only hope.
You must go at once to God to whom you are indebfed must make no excuse for
your sin. You must not try to plead for more tiroaépay or suggest that you will, in
some way, fix your own predicament. You cannottdad you must own your sin in
all its ugliness and embrace your bankruptcy intabobering finalityand then
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throw yourself at His feet and beg for mercyForgive my debts’is your only fitting
petition. Not, “give me more time.” Not, “it wagnhy fault.” But only,“Forgive
me. Have mercy. Be gracious. Take pity. Forgive!”

And that is all quite right. But alongside that @0 need to remember that,
althoughthis petitionfits the condition of every sinndhis entire prayermestfits the
condition of adisciple It begins, remember, “Otdfather.” This is the prayer not just
of asinner, but of asinner saved by gracé his is the prayer not just of someone who
has come to see their nefed the first timeg, but of someone who has cotodive a
life of dependence on God as their Father throughifaillesus Christ who supplies
all their needs daily. It is the prayer of a cloldGod. ‘Father, give me daily bread,
and, Father, forgive my sin.”

But at this point you may have a difficulty. Yowaynbe a Christian and you
think to yourself, “Hang on, | thought | was forgivalready. Haven't | been justified
by grace through faith? Hasn't Christ’s righteowsleeen imputed to me so that God
no longer counts my sin against me? Isn't it thag the guilt of all my sin has been
paid for at the Cross of Jesus Chigtst, present, antuture? God is no longer angry
with me. | am no longer a child of wrath. | am nawhild of grace. | am loved with
an everlasting love, and not even my present sirchange thaBut if all that is
true... how is it in any way coherent for man already forgiven and adopted child
of Godto pray, “Father forgive me my debts"?

Well, that's a great question, and the answeimgle. For anon-Christian to
pray for forgiveness, they are praying fostification. They are praying for that once
and for all declaration by God that their guilt een atoned for by Jesus’ blood and
their sins overwritten with the record of perfaghteousness that is Christ’s alone.
But whena_Christian prays for forgiveness, they amet praying for justification.

They arenot praying that God would not condemn them, as thdbglsins of a
Christian had not already been paid for, and hel $ome claim over them. No, when
Christians pray for forgiveness, they are prayisglaldren who have betrayed their
Father’ love nhot as rebels who face the King's wratihey are praying as sons and
daughters who have marred their fellowship with Albtathernot as traitors who

have claimed independence from His rule.




How many Christians there are who still live unggyal bondage, thinking that
somehow their sin can, in some way, cause a firegldih between themselves and
their Father! Some of us forget, when we come tdess our sin, that Christ hpaid
for them, that God hdsrgiven them, that we areghteousin His sight. And so we
comefearfully, and we comé panic and desolationThere are some of us who truly
hate their sin, who mourn over it, who look to Ghfor pardon from it, who believe
the gospel with all their hearts, and who, nevéeg® are living lives of satanic
bondage to servile fear and guilt and condemnation.

Well, let me say to you as clearly as | can todzyristian believer in Jesus,
your sin may be ever so severe, but if you restesus for pardon, Gddis Fatherns
God yourFather and it cannogéverbe otherwise. And He will not cease to be your
Father. Not for anything Nothing you can do can break the family bonds tilkayou
to Him. They were wrought by the blood of JesusisthXo dearer adoption price
was ever paid than the Father paid, to make you Krsld. Let the words of the
Lord’s Prayer teach you to approach God with yanirrso longer with servile fear, as
though He might cast you away at any moment, btit liokenhearted, shame-filled,
but loving confidence as a sowho, though they feel how greatly they deserve’s&od
rejection,know that their Father’s love is the one unshakeaht@icgy that can never
be removed.

So thedebt is sin Thedeadline is deatlor the judgment day. Theebtors are
all people and Christiangn particular. And then finally noticdae need What is it we
are really asking when we pray the debtors prages,lfFather forgive us our debts as
we forgive our debtors” ? What conditions must ket for forgiveness to be possible?

First, please notice with me the argument that meeagked to make as we pray for
forgiveness: “Forgive us our delats we forgive our debtors.’And the most
fundamental thing we need to get right is that ikisot a matter aherit, as though,

if | forgive you, | have somehoearnedGod’sforgiveness of my sins. Itis not a
matter of merit. But its a matter of having the correct attitude that rés/egpentance
and contrition and brokenness over sin. No onesggect forgiveness who does not
display the same attitude he expdobsn Godfor Himself, in all his dealingsvith
others Anything else would be gross hypocrisy.




Jesus, as you may recall, told a story thattiss this very point perfectly in
Matthew’s gospel chapter 18:21-35. A servant owgdeat debt, and when the master
called in his debt, the servant simply could not.pa his anger, the master was about
to punish the debtor when the debtor pled for meang the master, moved with
compassion, forgave the man all his debts. Theaséwhose debts had been
cancelled, however, immediately rose and went ndtaecosted another servant who
was indebted to him in turn, and seized him byttineat and demanded that he pay
everything that he owed. This servant begged facygust as he had, but instead of
showing the same mercy granted to him, the manvthredebtor in jail until the debt
was paid. When the report reached the Master dfitlise, the servant was
summoned and the Master said to him “You wickedaet! | forgave you all that
debt because you pleaded with me. And should motyave had mercy on your
fellow servant, as | had mercy on you?' And inartgs master delivered him to the
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So alkesus concluded, my heavenly Father
will do to every one of you, if you do not forgiyeur brother from your heart.”

There can be no possibility of forgiveness foramy/who is not themselves so
appalled by their own rebellious hearts and so emadhof the free mercy of God that
they are ready to forgive anyone anything, thapiiele and bitterness poison their
souls. And all that is simply another way of tatki@bout repentance, isn't it: of
letting sin go and letting Christ reign; of sayimg to bitterness, pride and arrogance,
and in humility treating others as you hope yodursebe treated at the hand of the
God before whom you must give an account?

And then finally, we need to understand not onhatkind of attitude a
forgiven person displays, but most urgently what we are asking God to do for us.
Let me say it this way: when we pray “forgive us dabts,” we ar@ot praying that
God would simplyexcuseour debts. We are praying that He woalsorbthem. We
are not praying that God would simplype our debts awayVe are praying that God
would pay them Himself The argumerdttached to this prayer entails repentance, a
true turning from sin, buhe prayer itself demanddaith, a real resting on the
payment made on our behalf by the Lord Jesus Christ

In Colossians 2:13-14 Paul writes, “God made & dabgether with Him,
having forgiven us all our trespasses, by cancéliegecord of debthat stood
against us with its legal demands. This He setasidiling it to the cross.” Now that
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phrase “the record of debt” there in verse 14 medgmes translated “the written code
that was against us” in other versions. It is an&fce to the law of God that we are
obligated to obey. But Paul uses a word to desc¢ib@'s law that in the culture of
the day had the technical sense of an 1.0.U. Itavesrtificate of indebtedness
bearing the signature of the debtor. Paul is sayir@plossians 2 that Jesus took the
IOU out of the equation by paying the debt for ndlwe cross.

When we pray for forgiveness here, we are prayingew of the CrossWe
are praying in the light of the work of Jesus Ghmgho set aside the record of debt
that was against us, nailing it to the cross. Wlesus gave His final cry from the
Cross, He shouted, “It is finished,Té&elestai” in Greek. It meant “Accomplished!”
“Completed!” We might even say, “Paid in Full!”

When we go to God the Father to plead for theivertess of our debts, we are
not asking Him tgretendwe had not sinned, that the offense to His hoadrrever
been committed. We are not askingtolet off the hookWeare asking Him to look
at Jesus’ broken, bruised, and twisted form. Weaakéng Him to dwell on the holes
the nails had made in the hand and feet, and on frecks on the brow, and on the
wounds in the side where the spear was thrustglstiih by the One now seated at
His right hand. We are asking Him to regard thaiaig sacrifice of the Cross and
recognize the full and sufficient payment of alf debts made on our behalf there.

Hebrews 9:22 puts it bluntly. “Without the sheuyiof blood there is no
forgiveness of sins.” There is no route to pardat tloes not travel via Golgotha.
There is no answer to the prayer “Father forgivewsdebts” that it not blood-
stained. Theres no forgiveness apart from faith in the cross aludeChrist. “Bearing
shame and scoffing rude, in my place condemnedadtel ssealed my pardon with
His blood: Hallelujah! What a Savior!”

Repent of your sin and look to Christ! Rest ondfess alone for pardon and plead the
blood He shed. The forgiveness Christ purchasedv@ibtreely give.

Amen. Let us pray together...



