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Suppose we were to meet for the first time at seowgal gathering, a dinner party
let’s say, and after being introduced, what wowddhe first question you'd ask this
stranger standing before you? “Where are you from@st likely, or possibly, “What do
you do?”

That’s how we make polite conversation. It's dieev we tend to construct our
identity, isn’t it? From our jobs or where we cofrem. But what if | asked instead, not
“what do you do?” or “where are you from?”, but “&thare youdor?” | can just imagine
the funny looks and blank stares. I'm pretty stdenbt be invited back to any dinner
parties any time soon.

But from aBiblical perspective, the last question is the most impodathem all.
We need to understand not simply what we do, oreviae are from, buhat we are
for. Only once we have adequately answered this lasttqun will we truly know who
we are.

This morning we are continuing in our examinatdithe Lord’s Prayer, and
we’ve come to the first petition, the first prayequest this prayer makes of our Father in
heaven. In the Lord’s Prayer our first requesthsllowed be Your name.” In this
simple phrase, as we’ll see, we have the answibetgreat question that shapes the
entire significance of our lives—what are foe?

Paul answered that question in Romans 11:36 “of &hd through Him and to
Him are all things, to Him be the glory forever, A&m” God does all He does for His
glory. We exist for His gloryWe arefor God and for the praise of His name. And so the
petition, “Hallowed be Your name” is a prayer tkadd might get the glory, in
fulfillment of the very reason for our existence.

When we pray “hallowed by Your name,” we are adslireg ourselves to the most
basic and fundamental need of the human heameée to fulfill our purpose. that is
true, however, it becomes critically important émery one of us to know what on earth
it is we are actually asking for each time we pitdgllowed be Your name.” We need to
know what it is for God to be Holy, what His nameans, and how we ought to hallow
His name.



So, first let’s think for a moment abaie holiness of God

Often we stumble at the wohdllowed,don’t we? It's not language we use in
common every day speech, and some modern tramsatmnot help when they try to
solve the difficulty by translating the phrase “ilad your name.” While that is a true
statement—God’s nams holy—it does not capture what is being said is fhist
petition at all. This is not a simple statementhaf facts. This is eequest “Let your
name be hallowed, Lord.” So what does it mean tloWwasod’'s name?

Well, first of all, we are confessing the trutlatiéod is holy. The worboly in
scripture means separate. While it has moral catioot even more fundamentally it
refers to His otherness, His transcendence, Hipproachable uniqgueness. God'’s
holiness teaches us that God is infinitely highret wholly other than we are. He is the
creator, and we are the creature.

The classic text that vividly depicts the holinassl otherness of God is Isaiah
6:1-3, “In the year that King Uzziah died, | sawe thord sitting on a throne, high and
lifted up, and the train of Hiobefilled the temple. Above it stood seraphim; eack on
had six wings: with two he covered his face, witlo the covered his feet, and with two
he flew. And one cried to another and said: "Hblyly, holyis the LORD of hosts; The
whole earths full of His glory!"

Now when Isaiah met the LORD in the temple, hedeln in abject terror at the
glory of God and was filled with conviction of Hisvn sin. But look! What the angelic
beings are doing? They are sinless creatures. Tharceguilt in them. Yet they cover
their faces and hide their feet. They are struckhleytranscendent holiness of God that is
about more than simple moral purity but speaks atheuessence of what it means to be
the Creator rather than a creature. Before them#iss of God, even the shining purity of
the angels is veiled in reverent awe. Hosea 11i@&mthe point succinctly, “l am God
and not man—the Holy One among you.” That is funeatally what God’s holiness
means. It is His essential difference from us. kg is a summary term for everything
that makes God not like you or me.

But the holiness of God also has moral overtolésnot just that He is alien,
different to us, dwelling in unapproachable lighd, Paul puts it in 1 Timothy 6:16. It is
that His holiness excludes moral impurity. Thawlsy in Isaiah 6 the prophet thinks he is
about to die when he sees something of God’s hedirf®/oe to me! | am undone.” He
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cries, “For | am a man of unclean lips, and | laraong a people of unclean lips, and my
eyes have seen the king the Lord of Hosts.”

God’s holiness is a hostile environment for sishFeannot breathe out of water.
Men cannot breathe in the vacuum of space. Sinatdive in the presence of God. He
Is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. “Godight;” 1 John 1:5, “in Him is no darkness
at all.” “You are not a God who delights in wickexss; evil may not dwell with You.”
(Psalm 5:4) When we pray “hallowed be Your namme’are recognizing the
fundamental fact of our existence. We are confgsiat God is holy and we are His
creatures. We are confessing that God is transoéadd we are mundane. He is infinite,
we are finite. He is pure, and we are sinners.

That is a point driven home even in the structirthe Lord’s Prayer itself. Look
at it, please. It begins with a preamble, the apgaiddress to God as “our Father in
heaven.” But then instead of moving immediatelpto needs, it lingers over the
priorities and prerogatives of God. “Hallowed beuyoame. Your kingdom come, Your
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Onlyrthafter dwelling on the glory and
purposes of God does the prayer turn to human riéacke us this day our daily bread,
forgive us our debt as we forgive our debtors, leadot into temptation but deliver us
from evil.” The order is important. God is addresaad then the first three petitions, the
first three requests are all concerned with Hirheathan with us, with His glory rather
than our comfort, His purposes rather than our sieEde Lord’s Prayer itself is
structured in such a way that praying it oughtubtly teach and constantly reinforce one
vital lesson: we aréor God. He is holy. He is exalted. He is high and lifteZland the
train of His robe fills the temple.

And the determined God centeredness of this piayeirn puts us in our place. It
does not allow us to fill our own horizons and doate our own concerns as we
approach God. It demands that we recognize the@regeature distinctiorHe made
us. Webelong toHim. He isindependent of creation. Creation is uttelgpendenbn
Him. We need Him, He does not need us.

So the Lord’s Prayer is shaped the way it is tordthat one regular beat home till
we sing along with it instinctively more and movee exist for the glory and praise of
God. We exist for God. We exist for God. We exst&od. Every time we say it
together we are taking up that rhythm.



But we are doing more than simggnfessingthat God is holy here, aren’t we?
We are actively praying that God’s name would beohed. We are praying that God’s
holiness would bseen recognizedfelt, and trembled befordVe are praying for
worship. We are asking God to enahigto adore Him as He ought to be adored, and we
are praying thavtherswould come to join us in bending the knee to Him.

Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Hinréwer. When we pray
“hallowed be Your name,” we are praying “O Lord, hee fulfill my purpose. Let me
give You the glory You deserve and the praise Yemand. Enable me to turn every
thought, every decision, and every conversatiordor praise. Enable me to engage in
every action, cultivate every relationship, and esery resource for the honor of Your
name.”

To pray “hallowed be Your name” is to give yourdalfenewed commitment to
existing 24-7 for the service and glory of God.dTisi not a prayer we can pray lightly,
therefore. It is not something we can take on @ flippantly or without thought. When
we recite the Lord’s Prayer, we are not parrotitigaditional part of our liturgy: we are
confessing the terrifying holiness of God, engagmthe pursuit of the glory of God,
recommitting ourselves to exaltation of God, aralyprg for the grace we need to do it.

Then secondly, we are praying here allbatname of God.

We pray that God’s name might be hallowed. ThdeBaverywhere confesses the
holiness of God’s name. Psalm 111:9 tells us tlwat ‘Gas sent redemption to His
people; He has commanded His covenant forddely and awesome is His nanie
Isaiah 57:15 says, “For thus says the High andyLl©fte Who inhabits eternitwhose
name is Holy ‘I dwell in the high and holyplace,With himwhohas a contrite and
humble spirit, To revive the spirit of the humbded to revive the heart of the contrite
ones.” Ezekiel 39:7 adds, "So | will mak&y holy nameknown in the midst of My
people Israel, and | will ndet themprofaneMy holy nameanymore. Then the nations
shall know that amthe LORD, the Holy Onein Israel.”

But what does it mean to talk about God’s namadably or being hallowed?
Why is His name so important? What's in a name ayav

Well, you may know that names in the Bible pdmthe character and nature of
the person named. They are not like our names vdreimere labels, chosen because we



liked their sound. For example, Adam is taken ftbeHebrew word for earth (adamah).
Abram had his name changed to Abraham because Boudsed that he would be not
simply the father of a nation (Abram) but the fatbEa great nation (Abraham). Jacob
was given the name Israel because he wrestledGathand prevailed.

Names in scripture teach us about the person.udeaat this connection between
the name and the person named, God’s name in bie B2came another way of talking
about God Himself. God’s name is God as He hagshiimself to His creatures. The
name of God is the sum total of God'’s qualitiesjlaites, and actions. It is all that God
has revealed concerning Himself.

That becomes clear when we look at the Biblicah@sifor God. All of them,
except two, are really descriptions of some qualritgctivity of God. “God is who His
name is,” writes Phillip Ryken. “Thus all the Bitdil names and titles for God reveal His
true character... He is Jehovah-Jireh, the God wbhwuiges. He is EI-Shaddali, the
Mighty God. He is the Holy One, the EverlastingHeat He is the Maker and the
Redeemer. He is the Shepherd, the Rock, and thegHdace. Whatever the name, God
Is who His name is because He does what His nayse’ $&yken,When You Prgy68)

The two names for God that stand apart from &l that are not descriptions of
what God does but avho He is,are the two great covenant names by which God is
known especially to His people. The first is thenealehovah or YHWH, indicated in
our Bibles by the word “@RD’ in capitals. It was given to Moses in Exodus 3:lt4s
related to the Hebrew verb “to be.” God said, “I| AMHO | AM.” It indicates the self
existence and self sustaining fact of God.

The second name is the name by which God haslesvelamself through Jesus
Christ, in Matthew 28:19ff., Jesus said, “Go inicnations and make disciples, baptizing
them intothe name of the Father and of the Son and of thellg&pirit.” “The name”
there issingular, not plural. God has one single threefold nameisH&ther, Son, and
Holy Spirit. That is who He is. The name here rév#fae Trinitarian nature of our one
God.

The Lord’s Prayer teaches us that God’s namelys has the summary of the
revelation of God’s character and nature. Godmeenavolves those words and works of
His which reveal Him to us. And it specially indiea those names—YHWH, and Father
Son and Holy Spirit, that tell us not simply abuaitat God’sdoes or what He idike, but

5



who He is He is the eternally self existent Triune God veimbers into covenant with
sinful people through Jesus Christ and disclosesskElif to them in His mercy and grace.
So when we pray that God’s name might be hallowedare praying that all that God is
might be honored and acknowledged as holy and edvaes worthy of praise. We are
giving special respect to God’s self revelatiolhe hame of God is shorthand for the self
revelation of God. It is everything by which He mreakHimself known to us. We are
asking God to show His glory, to reveal His holseso to work that who He is might be
clearly seen and acknowledged and loved.

So how can we do it? How do we hallow God’s naifi@® great Puritan of
Kidderminster, Richard Baxter, wrote a massive bocalledA Christian Directoryin
which he attempted to give specific pastoral dioexst and advice to believers seeking
godly counsel on almost every topic. He would asgisitee problem and then give a list
of directions on how to deal with it.

Here are some Baxter-like directions for hallowiagd’s name:

1. Recognize that we have no ability to hallow the rewwf God on our own.
We are sinners who much prefer the glorificatiomaf own names to God’s. We
exchange the truth of God for a lie and worshipdieated things rather than the creator.

When we pray “Hallowed be Your name,” we are ackedging that we need God to
work if His glory is to be honored. We adopt a dpgs posture, pleading with God
Himself to work for His own great glory. One old tmeal version of Psalm 43: 3 sings,
“O send Thy light forth and Thy truth, let themdpeides to me and lead me to Thine
holy hill, even where Thy dwellings be. Then witb God’s altar go, to God my cheifest
joy. Yea, God, my God, Thy name to praise my hamdllemploy.” That s what we pray
for. Send Your light forth and Your truth. Pour &dur Spirit. Show us Yourself in

Your Son by the gospel. Let the light of the knadge of the glory of God in the face of
Christ be seen clearly. Unless He sends forthibie,lwe remain fast-bound in sin and
nature’s night, as Wesley put it.

2. Understand that only those who know God's savingrkvim their lives hallow
God’s name in a way that pleases Him.



Psalm 106:47 says, “Save us, ORD our God, and gather us from among the nations,
that we may give thanks to Your holy name and gioryour praise.” God’s salvation
and our praise are connected. We will never glgabd as we ought till we receive the
saving grace we need.

Ephesians 1:13-14 describes salvation in thesgstéitn Him you also, when you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your sabratand believed in Him, were sealed
with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantéeur inheritance until we acquire
possession of it, to the praise of His glory.” Metivhat Paul says the purpose of our
salvation is. We heard the word of truth, the gbspeur salvation. We believed it. We
were sealed by the promised Holy SpMithy? “To the praise of His glory.” God gets
maximal glory in the salvation of sinners. Sinnams only enabled to give God glory as
they ought when they believe the gospel of salmadi® they must. You can’t pray
“hallowed be your name” without praying first falgation from sin and death and hell.
Unless you go to Christ in faith, you cannot holadG name in honor.

3. Prize the means by which God is pleased to make $#itihknown to us.
If we are to pray “hallowed be Your name,” we malsb make use of all the means God
has given us to hallow His name. We must devoteebues to His Word. We must
delight in scripture-regulated worship. We mustkéee Sabbath. We must sing His
praise. When we pray “hallowed be Your name,” wengut ourselves to the worship of
God in public as a church, in private as familas] alone as individuals.

4. Study all we can about God, His ways, works, anddgo
If we are to hallow God’s name, we should give eluss to the study of God. He will be
the delight of every Christian forever. Our chiatlas not only to give Him glory but to
enjoy Him forever. There is something terribly wgonith our Christianity if we think
the study of God a dull and laborious and borirsly.té we devote ourselves to the study
of everything from parenthood, to prayer, to postibut have little time to ponder the
mind bending, jaw dropping, life altering gloriefstioe being, attributes and actions,
ways, words, and works of the Triune God, then redike children who want to play in
the dirt with their toy trucks oblivious to themrsoundings, on a trip to the Grand
Canyon. It is almost shocking that we who clainknow the Lord should think so little
of Him and give so little of our study to Him.



5. Work and pray and labor for a life that hallows G&lname.
In his Large Catechism, Martin Luther asked when'&aame would be hallowed, to
which he answered, “When both our teaching andifeuare godly and Christian.”
(Ryken, 73) To be a Christian is to bear the nahtbeliving God. We are baptized into
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Aflescribing our moral condition before,
Paul says of us in 1 Corinthians 6:11, “And suchensome of you. But you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you waséified in the name of the Lord Jesus
and by the Spirit of our God.”

To be a Christian is to be washed, sanctified,jasiified by God’s name. We
undermine our worshipful words by our unholy livés. pray “Hallowed be Your name”
Is not only to commit ourselves to God’s worship dur life to God'’s praise.

It is vital that we learn all that this first ptn teaches us because, as Thomas
Watson beautifully put it,

“When some of the other petitions shall be used@skout of date, as we shall not
need to pray in heaven ‘give us this day our daigad’ because there shall be no
hunger; nor, ‘forgive us our trespasses,’ becauseetshall be no sin; nor, ‘Lead us not
into temptation’ because the old serpent is natethe tempt: yet the hallowing of God’s
name will be of great use and request in heavershat be ever singing hallelujahs,
which is nothing else but the hallowing of God’'sn&” (Thomas Watsori,he Lord’s
Prayer, 38)

Christian, you have the name of God placed upan Mallow His name here for
it will be your work forever hereatfter.

Amen.



