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“So what?” So goes the shrugging dismissal oflaamiindifferent teenagers
to the patient explanations of their parents #wiibns haveconsequences

Maybe you've found yourself sounding just a tolikb one of those frustrated
teens as we’ve worked our way with Paul throughgiteat central and foundational
truths of the gospel. Week after week we've focuseadur inability and sin and
God’s gracious provision for sinners in Jesus Chvike've dwelt for weeks on
justification by grace alone through faith aloneameount of Christ alone. We've
lingered over the astonishing fact that God deslsireersrighteous in His sight
because of the righteousness of Jesus Christ ithpoittsem as they simply believe
the gospel.

And maybe you've found yourself asking tls® what?” question. Well, if that has
been your temptation, Romans 5:1-11 expounds feoo® of the great implications
of this gospel of free justification by grace aldhsough faith alone on account of
Jesus Christ alone. Paul provides us here witlgoeet reason for taking our time, in
the way that we have, with Paul’s teaching in tregsening chapters. Paul is about to
show us something of the superstructure of thes@an life that rises like some great
skyscraper from the foundation of his gospel. Buia get that gospelrong, if we

elide some important emphases into one anotherastamk a crucial distinction, if

we takeshortcutswith the gospel, there wilhevitably be disastrous consequences for
the way we live our Christian lives.

| like to skip stones. You know, you find thoseosth, flat stones and spin
them across the surface of the calm waters, arydobxence as they spin across the
lake. It's a lot of fun, but | fear that for somegple reading the Bible looks like one
of those skimming stones. They bounce around, digeyn and out, they skim the
surface. Well, | want to say that it's resifeto skip across the surface of the biblical
waters. We can’t skip and bounce our way througt’€3%/ord without missing
important and health-giving emphases. We needuiagel into its depths and immerse
ourselves in its truth.



It's important that we get the foundation trutlght. And in Romans 5-8 Paul
unpacks for us, in various ways, what the supertitra of the Christian life should
look like when it is carefully built on the found@t of the gospel of free justification
by faith alone. He is answering the “so what?"sjio®. He is explaining the
implications of this great teaching.

Today | want to begin examining the teaching apthkr 5:1-5. Looking at the
passage, you can see immediately, can’t you, @alti® drawing out the implications
of his teaching so far”Therefore’ he says. “In view of all I've been sayinigaving
been justified by faiti. That has been his preoccupation and burdenisrigtter so
far; the great doctrine of justification by faittoae. “Sincethat is what has taken
place, sincehat is the condition in which we who believe find celxses,here now
are the implications.

Specifically Paul mention®ur consequences of justification in these opening
verses. In verse 1 theregsacewith God In verses 2 there &ccessn to this grace
Then in 3 and 4 there jgy in the hope of glory and the sanctifying power of
suffering, and then finallyin verse 5 there isonfidencearising from the love of
God poured out by God’s Spirit who dwells within.dsday | want to begin our
study of this passage by looking at the first fduhese and then next time, God
willing, we’ll come back and finish Paul’'s exposetti of the benefits of justification.

Think with me first of all, about the blessing glkeace with GodAnd the first thing

to say here is that the peace in view is not tlee@af God. It is not the subjective,
personal experience of peace that God gives tBaid.speaks abothat kind of

peace in Philippians 4:7 where, as we shun angietlypresent our requests to God in
prayer, the peace of God, which surpasses understandingagls our hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus.” That is a wonderful spiritual blessing, but ih the

blessing Paul is talking about here. He is tallabgut peacwith God.There is no
possibility of our knowing the peace of God guardiour hearts and minds in

Christ Jesus as we face down the anxiety inducimiges of life, unless and until we
first have peace with God.

As human beings we abern at war.We exist at enmity against God. We are
sinners, as we’'ve seen in Romans 1. We live cotigtaxchanging the truth of God
for a lie and suppressing the truth in unrighteegssn But when a person comes to
place his trust in Jesus Christ for forgivenessardon and acceptance with God,
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everything changesNotice that Paul says here that we have “peatte@od
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is our peace maker. He brokers the
peace between God and rebel sinners by makindesaiis for our sins in His own
blood on the cross. Amabw, because of Jesus Christ, we hpgace with God

Of course, that means much more than simply teerade of hostilities. That is
whatwetend to mean when we are “at peace” with a natiim whom formerly we
had been at war. We mean we are no longer figle@aoty other. Hostilities have
ceased. But in scripture, to be at peace with Gedns more than a ceasefire. It
means, rather, that we stand now rightly relate@dd. It means that enemies become
intimates. It means we who lived in open hostiigainst the claim of Jesus Christ
have now been embraced as beloved because we éavedbed with the
righteousness of Jesus Christ.

And notice too, théensePaul uses. The tenses are very important in these
opening five verses. Most of the others are “peitieases.” They tell us that vilave
something given to us or done for us as completetians in the past which
continue to have ongoing implications for the pregeBut here, right at the outset,
Paul uses aresent tenseWe have peace with Gadjht now, in the present. That,
dear Christian, is the remarkable condition in Wwhiou now existYou stand
permanentlyandirrevocablyat peace with Almighty God. There is therefore now
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jeus.Savior has brokered a
permanent peace for you at the cost of His own deaind it is yours now and
always in Him

Now, can you see how, if you had not lingered gustification by grace alone
through faith alone in Christ alone, you might saurself of the comfort of this
glorious truth? The peace that God establishesdmtwou and Himself rests wholly
upon the atoning blood of Christ and the justifmatHe has provided for believers. If
Paul could not sathaving been justified, pasttense, he could not sé&ye have
peace with God'ln thepresenttense. Now some people teach that justificatian is
future thing. Rome teaches that final justificattakes place at the end of the age on
judgment day and based on the sum total of ousIgeod works, and some recent
errors that have crept into contemporary protegiegdaching have suggested the same
thing. But without théhaving been justified; there is nd‘we have peace.l wonder
if you can say, “have been justified’ If you can, Paul assures you that today,



whatever else may be said of you, you stand ineahtlf at peace with God. He loves
you. Hostility and enmity between your heart and idia permanent impossibility.

Then thesecondblessing flowing from justification iaccessLook at the text,
please. Verse 2, through our Lord Jesus Christ, $2a8, “We also havaccess by
faith into this grace in which we stantl.

And here, again, thensesare crucial. In verse 1we have peace with God in
thepresent tenselt is something that ia permanent present enjoyment for all who
believe But in verse 2 we have access into this gragenich we stand in thperfect
tense Literally, Paul says, “wbave been giveaccess into this grage the past.”

The word “access” can mean “an introduction.” Weehbeen introduced into this
grace as an event in the past. And notice whstltat we have access into: we have
access not just to gracegeneral Now that’'s a truth, isn’t it? Christiam® have
access to the grace of God in general. Tiegeace of every stripe and sort
abounding for sinners, whatever their need, thraughLord Jesus Christ. “My God,”
Paul told the Philippians, “shall supply all yowget, according to His riches in
glory.” There is an inexhaustible storehouse df gecace ready to supply the deepest
need of every Christian life. That is wonderfullye. But again, that isot what Paul
has in mindhere Here he haene particular grace in view*We have access inthis
grace,” he says, “thigarticular grace.” The grace he is talking about is, of ceptise
grace of justification by faith alone over whichlmes been laboring for so long.

So Paul is saying that we were given access lmgagracious condition of
being justified in the sight of the Lord. In antast, the doors were opened, and we
who once were shut out, excluded and condemnedibecd our sin, are now
suddenly welcomed in, included and accepted irsitjat of God. That is what has
happened to youn the pastwhen you believed the gospel. But then Paul say®
than that. He says that having been given accgasttfying grace in the past, we
standin that grace.

Itis, I think, almost impossible to overestimhtav pastorally important Paul’s
point here really is. We have been given accesslim grace of justification in the
past. That is done. It is a given. It is an higt@arfact regarding us if we are believers
in Christ. But then he says, having been introduo# that gracious state, we have
been made tetandin it. Welive in it. Weinhabit andexistwithin it. What is he
telling us?



Edward Mote’s well known hymn sums up Paul's megmwell, | think: “His
oath, His covenant, His blood support me in thelmivey flood; when all around my
soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stayQ@nst the solid rock | stand all
other ground is sinking sand.” That's what Pawdaging. We are faced with the
overwhelming flood of our own native sin and cotrap, but the righteousness of
Christ provides a safe place to stand. Everywhiseeigs sinking sand, but Christ and
His righteousness imputed to us provides securtnfpo

Sometimes we think of justification as a thingtthappened when we were
converted with no continuing relevance to our ongdthristian lives. We have been
given access into this grace, perfect tense. It'gter ofhistory, right? Well, that is
not Paul’s positionYes,our justification is a never to be repeated actod’s free
grace, taking place at a particular moment, imatant as it were, in the second we
placed our faith in Jesus Christ. But day by day, every day, and right now, we
have the privilege adtanding inthe grace of justification. When we were introdiice
into this grace of justification, we were made tinsl there, given a vantage point,
secure footing, high ground. You know, some of esvartually paralyzed by guilt
and shame. Our pasts haunt us. Our previous silksaatr present lives, constantly
accusing and condemning and smiting our conscienitbgheir petrifying power.
Satan comes to you, and he says to you, “Wiiiaua you are! What &ailure! Call
yourself a_Christiar? If these people only knew what filth lurked iruydneart! If
they had heard those words coming out of your mouitthey had watched you do
those things... You are not worthy to be called ddaobi Godand you know it’ That
Is what he says. How many of your have heard thvasds echo in your consciences?

What weapon is available to us to fight such alyamg attack? How do we
fend off the onslaught of satanic accusation amdlemnation? We must remember
that we have been given this place to stand. We l@as, or re-learn all over again,
the gospel discipline aftandingin this grace into which we have been introduced.
We must learn to stand in, live from, exist witkie once for all fact of our
justification. Each day we must get a hold agaithid unchangeable reality, this great
gospel given: “God has counted me righteous inskigjst. Satan’s mud cannot stick as
he hurls it at me. | stand today robed in the itaguighteousness of Jesus Christ. |
am accepted in the beloved.” Whenever our consegeary out in despair with Paul
“who can save me from this body of death?” we nnegfin to preach Romans 8:1 to
our hearts with all the power and force we can srus¥/e must imitate the best
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preacher we ever heard and thunder from the puwpitsir own souls, There is
therefore now no condemnation for those who areG@hrist Jesus.” Oh, how we
need to learn to stand in this grace! Oh how wel ne@ppropriate daily the once-for-
all-time, blood-bought, empty tomb-guarantéact of our justification! How many
tears ofshamewould be transformed into tears of joy and lovd arship if we
simply began to practidhis verseand took our daily stance in the glorious gospel
reality thattoday, in my sin and weakness and fear, in my brokenaeddailures and
needtodayas | rest on Jesus, | am counted righteous inatidhnothing can ever,
EVER, change that fact. We have peace with Godh¥¥e access into this grace in
which we stand.

Then thirdly, we have joy. Look at verses 2-4 wrih, please. We “rejoice in
the hope of the glory of God. And not only thatt tme also glory in tribulations.”

When Paul says “we rejoice” here,deesmean that there is joy in the hearts
of the justified, but the word he uses is muchrgisy than the usual word often
translated “rejoice.” It is the same word he usgsrlin the verse when he says, “and
not only that, but we alsglory in tribulations.” Paul says literally, “wglory in the
hope of God’s glory, and not only that but we alsoglory in tribulations.” The word
means to boast in, revel in, to savor and deliglsbimething. The word evokes the
scene of a parent whose child excels at their chsgert, baseball let’'s say. When
their child scores that spectacular home run, theer louder than anyone else in the
stands. But long after the game is done and albther parents have forgotten the
details, this parent still harps on and on andooantyone who will listen to the blow
by blow account of how magnificent their child wihat day. They are so proud of
them. Theyglory in their triumphs. Thegelightin them,revelin them, savor their
triumphs and can't resist telling others about them

Well Paul says Christians, justified peogary in the hope of the glory of
God Now that is an important expression that thatdbeame closer examination.
Look at what Paul says is the object of the Clams$ glorying, their rejoicing and
boasting and delight. It is what? We rejoice in.the“hope of the glory of God.”

| remember, in the days leading up to my weddiaig @he of the things | heard
from family was the hope that the weather wouldbbght and pleasant and that the
rain would stay away for the big day. Now rementhés was Dundee, Scotland. It is
grey and wet and cold, most of the time. So thetheras a big deal, especially for an
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occasion like this. So everyone was hoping the weratould be fine. What they
meant was “we’d really like it all to turn out thagy, but we are not too sure.
Anything could happen. | hope the weather stayshlrywho knows!” That is how
we tend to use hope, by and large. It is an aspiratithout certainty. It is a wish or a
longing that may or may not be realized.

But the hope Paul has in mind is of a differemt atiogether. The Christian
hope is not a subjective, uncertain shot in th&.dars not a “maybe.” Christians are
not “hopefuls” like contestants dkmerican ldo] who may or may not make it to the
final and win the victory. No, the Christian hogeai sure and certain hope. It is a
guaranteed and inevitable destiny. Our hope iamashed for uncertainty. It is a
promised, blood-bought, empty tomb-guaranteed iability.

But here is the really remarkable thing. Whatoadmg to Paul, is the content
of the Christian hope? It is the hope of the glofrsod. That is the content of our
hope. The glory of God. If you long for heaven bat for the glory of God, you will
never see heaven. If you long for glorified bodasnot to delight in and savor and
relish and boast in the outshining of the glorysafd, you can have no certain hope
that glory will shroud your body at all. If you wiasin to be gone, and sickness to be
gone, and death to be gone, but you don’'t want&ade all else to be glorified, it
will not be an entrance into the brightness ofgloey to come that you can expect,
but a departure to the outer darkness where thidreenveeping and gnashing of
teeth. If you want the gifts and not the Giver, yall have neither the gifts nor the
Giver! Heaven is the outshining of the glory of GQair hope is the glorgf God.

Our hope does not terminate on self but on Him.

Sometimes | come across a frustration with prewmgcthat focuses on God and
on the gospel. There is a demanddaacticality. “We want to know what to do.” But
let me ask you this, if you think that way: whatyu suppose we will béoing in
heaven? What will be our chief occupation? Wheteomr gaze be turned in glory?
Our constant activity and occupation will be thaleation and adoration of God and
the Lamb! Our eyes will never stray for the majesityhe glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ! Do you think you canreadyfor heaven, more than that, do you think
you can béappy_inheaven when that is our great preoccupation, if you grow
impatient with such a preoccupation here on earth?



So certain and inexorable is the glory Paul sies he says the justified soul
boastsalreadyin that coming reality. Like the parent who keépasting long after
the dust has settled on their child’'s home runjgiihns boast long before the fullness
of the glory dawns. Ouuture, justified believer in Jesus Chrigd,as sure and
certain as our past history

That is the message here, and it is the poinbohfdhs 8:20, isn't it? “Those
whom He predestined these He also called; whomated; these He also justified;
and whom He justified, these He also glorified.” ldaps from justification all the
way to glorification as though there was no gapvieenh them, as though glorification
was as much a past tense as justification, he ¢gitain that the one follows the
other. That is the assurance of God’s Word to polay, dear believer in Jesus. The
justified shall be glorified. It is sure. Soon wélwe placed into the context of the
glory of God there to dwell forever. That is ouipleo

Some of us are rejoicing in the hope of the gldrésod have no right to it at
all. We have not been justified. The great issugooi sin has not been settled. The
peace maker, the Lord Jesus Christ, has not rdednmu to God. You must repent
of your sin and turn from yourself to Christ, otlvese when the glory of God shines,
it will be no source of joy to you but terror arftasne and ultimate condemnation.
Some of us rejoice in the hope of glory who haveiglat to.

But others of us are not rejoicing in the hopéhefglory of God who ought to.
You have lost sight of your justification. You aret standing in it. You have
forgotten the certain promise of God and the fiatswork of Christ. Your feet have
slipped from the solid rock of Christ and His rigbtisness. You also need to repent.
You need to repent for moving from the gospel racthe sinking sand of self
reliance. You need to repent of thinking you catgoaw justification by grace alone
through faith alone in Christ alone and robbingnjoeart of joy. You need to get
back to the gospel and cling to Jesus Christ. Leduat it means to stand in the grace
of justification and rekindle the glorying, boasfijoy of the justified in the hope of
the glory of God.

Amen.



