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Please keep your Bibles open at Romans 4 and lagbkwe at the words of verses
13-25.

If you've been with us over the last several wegks, will remember that Paul, in
the opening three chapters of this great to thed&o@hristians, has been explaining to
us that we have a very serious problem indeed. M/simnersand stand condemned in
the sight of God. “All have sinned and have fali&ort of the glory of God,” he said.

Our sin problem renders us totally unable to esdagewrath on our own. We constantly
distort and suppress the truth in unrighteousnd&'ssare habitual rebels against God. If
we are to have any hope at &lpd must intervene and deliver us. And from about the
second half of chapter three Paul has been ouwlimnus just how God has done exactly
that. We are helpless and hopeless in our sinisbdthas, in fact, acted to deliver and
redeem us.

And that deliverance hago dimensionsThere is ambjective and historical
dimension and aubjective, personadimension. The objective dimension was Paul’s
primary focus in chapter 3, verse 21 onwards. Gagldrovided a righteousness for
unrighteous sinneiis Jesus ChristHe obeyedor us, that His righteousness might be
reckoned, or imputed to us, aHe diedfor us, with our sins reckoned or imputed to
Him. God has actedh His great love for us in giving His Son Jesumsi§t to atone for
sin and provide an alien righteousness, a rightezsssthat is noh us, it is notour own,
it is Christ’s, yet it is a righteousness offered tofrely by His grace in the Christian
gospel.

That is theobjective and historicaside of God’s provision for us. It focuses on the
cross of Christ. But alongside that objectivetdrisal provision, there is subjective
andpersonalelement to God'’s saving provision, and in the sddualf of chapter three,
and with growing clarity and focus moving into ckexfour, Paul explains thate way
we get a hold of the righteousness that Jesus ptesifor sinners is by faith aloneHe
sets up a series of antitheses, a series of ctattadelp us see that, doesn't He?

Look at chapter 4. In verses 1-8 the contrasttwdenfaith and works We obtain
the verdict of “righteous” or “justified” or “accégd” from the mouth of the heavenly
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Judgenot because we have earned or worked for it, but sifmplresting in and trusting
in the Lord Jesus Christ, wh@asworked for it and earnedain our behalf Not works

but faith. Then, as we saw last week, in verses 9-12, Pawisdaiassecond contrast, this
time betweeraith and the covenant sign of circumcisiolsome people wanted to
narrow the scope of this great blessing of acceptanth God on the basis of mere faith
alone to the circumcised. Only those who bore tigk of belonging to the covenant
people of God could be justified, they argued. Butsays Paul, justification is a gift that
Is given freely in response to nothing but faitll@sus Christ. Circumcision, like
baptism, is merely a sign of that blessing. Itositself the cause of it.

Not works, but faith Not covenant signglike circumcisionput faith. Faith alone
Is the instrument by which sinners take hold ofrigateousness of Christ and find
acceptance with God. Now this morning we are tmar attention to verses 13-25.
Here Paul fills out for us his portrait of tkend of faith that justifies. If we are justified
by faith alone, don’t we need to know what thatifdmoks like? Well, in verses 13-15
we learn about the foundation of faith—what faglbased upon. In verses 16 Paul
explainsthe fruits of faith—what faith results in and produces in our liveedAn verses
17-25 we focus on thiabric of faith-=what faith consists of, the content of our faith.

Look with me first of all then at verses 13-15. Thandation of faith.

And the first thing to notice is that Paul estdindis yet another contrast: this time
it is a contrast between law and promise. Lookladthe says, “For the promise that he
would be the heir of the worldas not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but
through the righteousness of faith. For if thosm\are of the lavare heirs, faith is made
void and the promise made of no effect, becauséath brings about wrath; for where
there is no lawthereis no transgression.”

The law was not the mechanism by which Abrahamsodascendants would
inherit the blessings of God’s covenant promiséhFalone was that mechanism. If it
were possible to become the heir of the promisegatdhold of the blessings of the
covenant by means of the provisions and stipulatadrGod’s law, Paul says faith would
be made void. The word he uses there means thiatwfauld be rendered an empty thing
and the promise would be useless. “Faith” and “pseirfit together; law” and
“promise” do not.

Law cannot bring us the blessings promised in twerant with Abraham. Verse

15 explains that all the law of God can do is condeis. The law brings wrath. Where
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there is no law there is no transgression. Qued#oof the Westminster Shorter
Catechism asks, “What is sin?” The answer makesdh® point as Paul in verse 15,
“Sin is any want of conformity unto or transgressad the law of God.” That is what sin
is. It is a failure to be or do what God requimrediis law or any overstepping the
boundaries proscribed by God’s law. The law shosvsim and reminds us of wrath and
renders us guilty. We cannot find the blessingsnsed by means of law keeping.

The basis of faith is the promise of God, not te.|We are not to rest our hope of
right standing with God on the basis of legal ctinds or attempted obedience to the
moral norms of God’s law. R. C. Sproul in his conmtaey on Romans put it like this,
“Just as Dante posted above the entrance to feellitinds, ‘Abandon hope all ye who
enter here’, so we should abandon all hope of iexgt¢ine kingdom of God by virtue of
our obedience to His law(R.C. SproulNew S Andrews Commentary, Romans, 128)

Faith rests entirely on the promise of God in ¢tisenant of grace to accept all
who trust on Christ alone for salvation. Faithkdedor no other foundation other than
God’s promise. Like the Titanic, the ship of Adamase has sunk in the icy waters of
human sin, but in the promise of God, faith findgearaft and climbs in. Countless
thousands perish who wait for some other modeswue, who think they can survive
alone without any rescue at all, who dare not st at first sight might appear so
flimsy and fragile a vessel as the mere promis@ad. But all who cling to the simple
promise of free salvation in Christ are immediafaktified and accepted in God’s sight,
plucked as it were from the city waters and brougtatlibly home to safe shores.

There is no safe harbor for your faith other tHagromise of God in Jesus Christ.

Then secondly, look with me at verse 16. The fotindaof faith is the simple
promise of God in the gospel. Those are, if yoa,litke roots. In verses 16 Paul moves to
consider the outcome of such a faith. Here ardrthis of faith.

‘Therefordit is of faith thatit might be according to grace, so that the promise
might be sure to all the seed, not only to those aie of the law, but also to those who
are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father sfall.”

Now that is a long and complex sentence, and we ttebreak it down to make
sure we follow Paul's message. First, Paul drawsbnclusion from his argument of
verses 13-15 that the promises of the covenant dgynfi@ith alone, not by means of legal
obedience. “Therefore it is of faith,” he says.d3ms so ordained that salvation should

3



be of faith “that it might be according to gracEdith is the solitary instrument by which
sinful people get right with God and receive theskings God has promised so that
salvation should be a matter of sheer unmeritedegatone. God wants salvation to be a
gift from beginning to end. Isn’t that beautifulB@ reason God has connected His
salvation with faith alone is so that everyone rmigitognize that salvation is a gift, not a
reward. God delights to give the gift of salvattorall who take Him at His word, believe
His promise and trust Christ.

But Paul goes even further than that. He tellsexs that one reason why God
would have salvation to come to us as a sheeofggtace through faith alone is so that
the promise might be sure to all the seed, not thrdge who are of the law, but also to
those who are the faith of Abraham, who is theh#atof us all.” Salvation is a matter of
grace alone through faith alone so that it mighsie to all who believe and have
Abraham as their father. The fruit of faith is@ssce. It is of faith that it might be of
grace so that the promise might be sure to all areoof the faith of Abraham.

It is this way so that you might have confidencéhm gospel.

If salvation were a matter of law, how sure of yealvation would you be? The
law, with its demand for perfect moral obedieneg/ss‘do this and live.” Capou do it?
It says, “Thou shalt not..” Can you resist temta® If salvation rested upon something
in you, how secure would you be? Would you be sure?

| have a friend who, shortly after coming to thatdd States, was asked to teach a
Sunday School class. He chose as his subject thsti@h doctrine of assurance. He
tackled the topic of how can we be sure of owatan. He had come from a context
where that was a very real and very live issuepleneeded help with assurance.
However, at the end of the class, he was askedhwlohose to teach on this subject. No
one here has a problem with assurance he wagdaldbroblem is with over confidence.
Our starting assumption is, well, of course, Godilavant me. We have been trained
by a can do culture to prize self assuredness.

Now, maybe you’ve found yourself asking, as we\aked through the first part
of Romans, why we took so long with Paul’'s emphasisiuman sin and depravity?
Well, this is why. The reason we struggle with osenfidence and misplaced self
assuredness and false assurance is because we Wwaa& and anemic doctrine of sin.
We do not realize how lost and broken and uttenigtille to obey we really are. So when

it comes to assurance, we think we are good enaughall we need from Jesus is a
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helping hand along the way perhaps. But once Rorh&éhand the true depths of the
wickedness of our hearts begin to penetrate, tkstopn Paul addresses here becomes
critical.

When we know we are as lost as we really are hyreathen we need to know as
a matter of utmost importance, how can | be susabfation? And to this Paul answers
simply that salvation is a gift of grace. It reststhe promise and is guaranteed by the
character of the giver, not the receiver of theé dfiis unmerited, so you don’t need to be
good enough for it. It is free, so you needn’t @ar@od promises to give it to any and all
who trust Jesus to save them.

So often our doubts arise because we have allaweesinfulness of our hearts, the
unworthiness of our own lives, to so fill our visithat there is no longer any room in our
thinking for the free grace of God. Paul wants f@msee that salvation is of faith that it
might be according to grace so that the promiséntibg sure to all who are of the faith
of father Abraham.

Get a hold of this best news of all: Gedl save you, dear sinner, by simple faith,
resting on promised grace, focused on Jesus CHestloes it all. You are right to
despair of worthiness in yourself. Yaue unworthy. So am |. BuBod is gracious
Therefore the promise sire Grip grace firmly and wield it like a broom to sep away
the accumulated dust of introspection, unbelied, despair.

So faith’s foundations rest on the covenant prosnggesod. Faith’s fruit is
assurance The promise is sure to all who believe. And tterdly, look with me at
verses 17-25. Here ibe fabric of faith. Faith haontent Look at the passage. Paul
speaks first of all about Abraham as thedelbeliever in verses 17-22, and then in
verses 23-25 Paul connects Abraham’s examplemitipractice

Well, let’s think about Abraham as a model of faithe first thing to see about his
faith is itsobject Paul speaks of Abraham’s being “in the presefi¢éimma whom he
believed-God, who gives life to the dead.”

Before we can think about thevhat” of faith, we need to focus on thela.” We
are not simply told that Abraham believadGod. As James 2:19 reminds us, even the
devil believesn God and shudders. Christian faith is not just &enaf believing certain
facts. Itis that. It can never dessthan that. But it isnuch more. Saving faith does not



simply believein God, as a doctrinal commitment, it beliex&sd as the heart-response
of a child to the word of their Father.

It is God Himself that we believe, speaking by Brit, in His Word and
promise, in the gospel of Jesus Christ. This &safithe great markers that distinguish
authentic and vibrant and living Christian faitbrfr its empty moralistic imitations. True
Christians believ&od Their faith is expressive of communion with Gounidelf. They
know Him, and so theyrust Him. They take Him at His word and rest on Hisrpiges.
While self righteous moralists, self-deceived hyjies, and empty religionists merely
believein God,Christians know Him

Now ask yourself, with judgment day honesty, whielst describes you? Do you
believeGod? Do you hear Him speak in His word, read and preadcand delight to rest
the weight of your soul on Him and His promisesfaith for you expressive ofraal
andliving relationship of intimate, childlike trust in yobeavenly Father’s love, or is it
merely an intellectual assent to truths about Gutl@hrist and the gospdR2ernity
depends on how you answer. Do you believe Godogrod merely believen God?

Well, Abraham believed God. But he had many reasairisast outwardly, not to,
didn’t he? Look at verses 19-20, “and not beinglknadaith, he did not consider his
own body,already dead (since he was about a hundred yean§,@nd the deadness of
Sarah's womb He did not waver at the promise of God throughalief, but was
strengthened in faith, giving glory to God.” He wadd—a hundred years old. Sarah, his
wife, was unable to conceive. Yet God had saidnothat through his seed all the
nations of the world would be blessed, that he dda that father of many nations. The
promises of God seemed to fly directly in the fat®gic and the facts. Yet, we learn
that Abraham did not waver at the promise of Gadugh unbelief.

How come? Was this a blind leap of faith? Youeald it said, I'm sure, that
faith is a “leap in the dark.” People think oftfaas a kind of irrational jump from the
cold, hard light of the facts into the subjectialdess of the mysteries of what is really
in the end aitill ogical religious conviction. Richard Dawkins, thellxknown apostle of
the new atheism, likes to say that there is as rsupport for faith in God as there is for
the Flying Spaghetti Monster. “Faith,” for him,aswild leap in the dark.

Is that what Abraham is doing heré®his faith in God an irrational leap into the
dark that ignores the facts and believes anyway?aNall. Abraham haslaasisfor his

faith.
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Faith, remember, believésod Abraham knewod He knewGodis the one who
gives life to the deadsodis the one who calls those things which do nasteas though
they did.Godis the one who spoke into the darkness of theninagy, “Let there be
light,” and therewaslight. It wasthis God who had promised. And out of the fellowship
he had withthis God, despite circumstances that seemed so conftlarghanbelieved

Listen to Sproul again, “Jesus never calls peapjarhpinto the darknesdde
calls them to jump out of the darknesde never asks us to crucify our intellect to
become Christians. Faith is not believing the abbsurthe foolish. Faith is ultimately
trustingwhat is preeminently trustworthy.{R. C. SproulNew S. Andrews
Commentary, Romans, 130, emphasis added)

That is the point of verses 21-22, isn't it? Alaahwas “fully convinced that what
He had promised He was also able to perforAnd therefore "it was accounted to him
for righteousness.” Justifying faith, faith thatt@ins the righteousness of Christ and
acceptance with God, is a faith that belie@esl It trusts Himto do what He says He
will do in the gospeleven when our sin, like Abraham’s age or the desasl of Sarah’s
womb, seems like an insurmountable obstacle. Sduaitlgtrusts God to save because of
who God is That isnot an irrational leap in the dark. It is the onlylyreational thing to
do in the face of the great need of our souls. Gadbe trusted because of who He is.

He is the God who raises the dead and speaksdighlife into being when they
did not exist before. That is who Abraham trustsad that, finally, is who we are to
trust. Look at verses 23-25 with me quickly. Wejang to come back to these verses
again next week because they are important andcedagkh truth. But simply notice
here for now how Paul picks up the great notesdbatprise Abraham'’s faith and shows
us how they are to find their counterpoint and echaur own faith.

Abraham believed the God who raises the dead,tamaisiimputed to him as
righteousness. He was counted righteous becauselirged the gospel promise. He was
justified by faith alone in the promises of God.dAsp, in the same way, verse 24-25, “It
shall be imputedo uswho believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord inche dead,
who was delivered up because of our offenses, asdraised because of our
justification.”

The focus and fabric of our faith, thententof faith, isGod Himselfthe
supremely reliable one. It rests on His power amnithfulness. And while Abraham had to

look forward to the fulfillment of promises still to come, wave the great privilege of
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looking backat promises already kepFaith for us has this great and unassailable
foundation. It is not just that we believe that Gedbleto perform what He promisels.

is rather that God has already performed what Hesharomisedwvhen in fulfillment of
the covenant made to Abraham, in the fullnessneé tihis Seed, the Lord Jesus Christ
was born. He was delivered up because of our cdfertde died for our sins on the cross
and then He rose again for our justification. Theel@hom Abraham believed could
raise the deadlid raise the dead, when the stone rolled away, amigtGood forth in
victory over sin and death and hell, as our triuengland conquering Savior.

Now we need never wonder if Godn do what He promises. It no longer stands
in any doubt if Godan save you from your sins. There is nawquestion whether, in
the worst extremity of your own doubts, or the @stkexcesses of your own depravity,
you can be put right with God. That question haanlsettled once and for allesus
lives. The tomb is empty. He was raised for ourtifisation. God keeps His promises.
He can save you. He promises to save you. The madbé empty tomb.

Therefore, dear friend, learn from father Abrah&mce Christ is risen, do not
waver at the promise of God through unbelief, ustsengthened in faith and give glory
to God. Do not be unbelieving but rather belieac® your faith, not in law, but in the
gospel promise. Place your faith, not merely ithstabout God, but in God Himself.
Focus your faith, not on an irrational hope, butlos empty tomb.

Believe the gospel, and it will be imputed to you fighteousness.

Amen.



