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On February 10, 1990, tiNew York Times ran an article telling the world that (and
I’m quoting from the article here) “the companytth@ade bottled mineral water chic is
voluntarily recalling its entire inventory of Pearifrom store shelves throughout the
United States after tests showed the presence ahtimical benzene in a small sample of
bottles.” It goes on, “The impurity was discovenadNorth Carolina by county officials
who so prized the purity of Perrier that they uses a standard in tests of other water
supplies.” “Benzene, a natural component of crmifjdhas been shown to cause cancer in
laboratory animals and is believed to do the sanfeimans.”

(http://lwww.nytimes.com/1990/02/10/us/perrier-réxdtis-water-in-us-after-benzene-is-
found-in-bottles.html?pagewanted=1)

We all recognize that when something pure is dotonbe polluted with a dangerous
carcinogen, the product needs to be avoided amdledcand the pollutant removed and
the product made safe. The same, it has to begaed for the gospel. Tragically, it is not
at all uncommon for churches from liberal and covesteve traditions to preach a message
where the gospel in all its purity regularly susf@ollution by dangerous spiritual
carcinogens. It is full of additives that are fgreto the pure draft of living water that is
the good news. And so part of the intention of §&iemon is to help us reject the polluted
water and drink in the pure and clean and heali&uér of the gospel to the satisfaction
and salvation of our souls.

So let me invite you to look with me in your Baslat Romans 4, verses 9-12. Paul,
remember, has been pounding away at our pridendpter 1-3 he strips us of any idea that
we can somehow merit the favor and acceptance df 80, we are all hopelessly
enslaved to sin and stand under the wrath and ofiGed. But God has provided a way
for sin enslaved people to find acceptance with .Hi@ sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to
atone for our sin on the cross and provide a riggress, His own righteousness, which
God is pleased to reckon to our account and reggrthough sinners in ourselves, as
though we had obeyed, when we place our faith ins€Calone. That is the great biblical
doctrine of justification by faith alone in the ioation of the righteousness of Christ
alone.

And in verses 1-8 of chapter 4 Paul appeals to@d Testament sources to back
up that point. He turns first to Abraham and thebavid, and in both cases he shows that
these Old Testament figures were justified by faldtmne—which, if you will permit me a



very brief aside, teaches us about the unity oBilie and the way of salvation. It is
sometimes suggested that New Testament peoplawad by faith alone, but Old
Testament folks had to work. And Paul shows us hevewrong-headed that whole
conception really is. Abraham and David are theeme examples and representatives of
Israel. These are the fathers of the nation. Thes¢he paragons of everything it meant to
be a child of God in the Old Covenant era. Andh@t was it withthem? Were they
counted righteous by God because tweyerighteousn themselve8 No. They were
justified by faith They were sinners who clung to a coming Saviesud Christ, and who
were counted righteous in God’s sight because Chrighteousness was imputed or
reckoned or credited or accounted to them.

And as we dealt with verses 1-8 last Sabbathwaysaw that Paul teaches us three
vital components that must be there if the gosp#® function correctly and be the saving
instrument it is designed to be. We said the gasdéle a tripod. It has three legs. Take
one away and the gospel falls. Those three legsameare faith alone, grace alone, and the
imputation of the righteousness of Christ alone.

Today we turn to look at verses 9-12. If, inse=x1-8, Paul taught the three
essential, non-negotiable, vital components ofyitbepel— if he taught us there that there
are three things that cannot be safely left out—mowerses 9-12, he teaches us that there
are also things that we might add in to the gospalfunction like dangerous pollutants,
like benzene in Perrier, spoiling something puré emanging it into poison.

Would you look at the text with me?

Having made reference to David, and especialfti@ham, to make his point,
Paul anticipates a question in verse 9. “Doeshil@ssedness come on the circumcised
only, or upon the uncircumcised also?” Immediateyruns into the problem of
circumcision.

Abraham and David were the paragons and parad@fasthful Israelites.
Abraham was the father of the Hebrew peopléhdfywere justified by faith alone, then
surely that means that only those who bear the avadkthe badge of membership in the
covenant made with Abraham and renewed with Ddkigl sign of circumcision, onihey
can enjoy this blessing?

These objectors would no doubt recall that circisran was first given to God’s
people as a mark of their covenantal relationahi@ad when He established His covenant
with Abraham. “Now, Paul, you say Abraham was jiedi by faith alone. Well. Okay, but



surely that means that only those who bear thedigime Abrahamic covenant can enjoy
the same blessings he received? Right?”

Now do you see what is being suggested? Faitieakobeing conceded with one
hand: “Abraham was justified by faith. OK.” But thé is being taken away or undercut
with the other hand: “Abraham was justified by Ifiait. andonly those who have the
badge of membership in the Abrahamic communityleajustified by faithalong with
him.” And so, subtly, cleverly, another qualificatitor acceptance with God is slipped
into the mix. It is no longer faith alone in Chradbne, pure and simple, is it? It is now
faith alone in Christ alonégr the circumcised alone

An additive, a foreign substance, a pollutantlieesn craftily injected into the
gospel waters and Paul recognizes that it will guoiall who drink it. So he answers this
clever suggestion of the circumcision party, witkiraple appeal to history. He invites
those who think this way to re-read the histonAbfaham. They've conveniently
overlooked a few things, haven’'t they? He say$¢won, “Alright, let's go back and read
our Bibles again, shall we?” What a model Paufisamdling error and controversy about
the truth. He takes his hearer back to the Wor@dad and points out that their mistake
comes from not reading the text closely enough.

So what does he say in response? Look at ver4da®, then was it accounted?
(This righteousness that was imputed to Abraharmw, did he get it?)While he was
circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumdibeit while uncircumcised.”

When Paul says in verse 3 that, “Abraham belig€ved and it was accounted to
him as righteousness,” he is quoting from Genesiwlien God entered into covenant with
him. But the sign of circumcision was not giverAtlaraham until Genesis 17 when the
covenant was renewed.

In other words, if you want to prove that circusnen is a necessary prerequisite for
acceptance with God, you have the problem of Abrahenself to reckon with, because
he was accepted with God, he was justified by falitme, when he was still
uncircumcised When God finally gave him the sign of circumcrsid was, verse 11, “a
seal of the righteousness of faith which he hadendtill uncircumcised”

Now so what? What use does Paul make of albffggmentation about the timing
of circumcision and justification?

Look at verse 11 again. God in His providencdtsags up so that Abraham would
be justified first and then circumcised so thag thight be the father of all those who



believe, though they are uncircumcisednd the father of circumcision... who walk in
the steps of the faith which our father Abraham.had

Abrahamwas justified without circumcision so that he @bhk the father dll
those who believeth Christ without being circumcised. And if ybavebeen
circumcised, Paul says, wedlpwas Abraham! But you are only his child, and henby
your father, if you walk in his steps and beliele gospel.

That is the argument of this passage, and threreatleast two lessons we need to
face that arise from it. Let me simply list themgahen work through them with you.

#1 The correct use of covenant signs is clearight here. #2 The way of salvation
Is clearly taught here.

First, we learn here how to use covenant signsreotly.

Look with me at verse 11 again. How does Pautrilss circumcision? It is a
“sign” and a “seal of the righteousness of faith.”

Circumcision is the sign and seal of the rightemss of faith, given to God’s
people in the Old Covenant era. From Abraham tasCthe sign of justification by grace
alone, through faith alone, in the imputed rightewss of Christ alone, wascumcision
That much is clear, butow, however, according to Colossians 2:11-12, circgianihas
been superseded and replacedbdptism “In Christ,” Paul says, “you were also
circumcised with the circumcision made without h&raly putting off the body of the sins
of the flesh, by the circumcision of Chrigiuried with Him in baptism in which you also
were raised withHim through faith in the working of God, who raised Hiom the dead.”

Baptismnow does duty as the covenant sign, in the same weyracision used to.

And here is my point. Everything Paul warns usuthere when it comes to
misusingcircumcision, canalsobe said for the misuse of baptism in our churcBesie
of you may think that your child is safe and seaternally simply because they have been
baptized. Some of you may think that because yausgives have been baptized, because
you are a church member or a regular at Sundayingworship, you are safe and secure
eternally.

On the other hand, some of us think that sincelovet have a strong church
connection, because we werat baptized, because we do not belgegjwe therefore
cannotbelong, orcannotbe justified. We feel our outsider stataits us out and
excludes us



But Paul simply will not leave those options opemis. The remedy for this kind of
false thinking is actually understanding what tbeemant sign really is and how it
functions.

It is, Paul tells us, a “sign and seal of théntggpusness of faith.” Assgn, baptism,
no less than circumcision, does not signify thatglkrson baptized right with God,
simply because they have the sign placed upon tBaptism, like circumcision, is a sign
of the righteousness of faitht is a sign that Gowill justify all who believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ. Like all signs, baptism does nottgoiitself. You are on vacation, and you
want to see the great sights. You see a sign pgitiie way to the Grand Canyon. Do you
stop at the sign and take pictures of the sigme stawonder at the sign, and then turn
around and go home? No, the signashing in itself. The sign points tthe thing
signified. You follow the sign to the destination indicatBayptism is a road sign pointing
us to Jesus Christit says the way to justification, to right stamgliwith God js believing
on the Lord Jesus.

The same is true for the idea of baptism asa If you have a degree, certificate,
from a college or university, it usually bears timprint of the seal of the institution. The
seal is designed as a validating, authenticatinggniasays, “This is the real thing. It is not
a fake.” Now the thing to see herenkat it is that baptism, or circumcision, sealsook
closely at verse 1What do covenant signs sealhey donot sealpeople Baptism does
not seathe personbaptized. Baptism, like circumcision Paul says seal of what®f
the righteousness of faith.

Baptism, in other words, is not a guarantee cassurance thahe baptized person
Is savedWe may not look to our baptism and say, “Becausave been baptizedkhow
God has saved me.” Baptism does not peable It does not authenticate or validate
or my salvation No, it seals God’s covenant promise to justify all whelieve the gospel.
It is a seal “of the righteousness of faith.” dis to every believer that God is faithful to
impute righteousness to everyone who believesdspa.

All of which, by the way, i®ne of the reasons why we do not admit covenant
children to the Lord’s Table without a credibleppa profession of faith. Baptism
requiresanddemandsandnecessitatefaith in the gospel. It is a “seal of the rightsnass
of faith.” Justification by faith ilemandedy baptism. Baptism shuts us up to the duty to
profess our faith in Jesus. It places that oblayatipon us. And unless and until we have
professed our faith, as these covenant childrerteerhgers did earlier today, the elders of



the church rightly exercise a kind of pastoral gilsce over us and keep us from the
Lord’s Table.

If our baptisms do not guarantee our salvatibtinay are no proof of our right
standing with God, how then should we use our bay? What benefit can we derive
from them?

There is a great deal of benefit to be derivethfour baptisms. Remember that
they may noeffectsalvation, but theglo point us to Christ who saves; theégy speak to us
of our need for cleansing in His blood and the poefeChrist to make us clean; thdg
call us to the righteousness we can only find lith falone in Christ alone. And when we
obey their call to trust in Christ, they say to (God means what He says! He is faithful to
save all who come to God by Jesus Christ.”

Imagine receiving a letter in the mail from soime2ign country, telling you that
your great uncle or aunt, whom you had not segreans had died and left you some land
in that country. Along with the letter comes thttetdeeds of the ancestral home you
remember visiting as a child. There may well beeBnbefore you can take full possession
of that parcel of land, that you wonder if it's lfigaours. In those times you can dig out
the title deed. There is your name on that legaudeent. The land has been made over to
you in full and without condition. It igours.

Baptism says to everyone who believes, “Jesustias been made over to you.”
Baptism is your title deed to Him. It says to ewsrg who exercises faith in Christ, “The
Christ you trust has been given to you. He is yaunc you are His forever.” To a
believing child of God, baptism is a sign and sé#dhe righteousness of faith, and the
source of great comfort.

Then secondly, the way of salvation is taughéhe

Scan over the teaching of this passage and wéragése we might say about it, this
much is crystal clear. Paul ruthlessly closes damyone who wishes to make
circumcision a qualification or a condition of bgioounted righteous in God’s eyes, isn'’t
that so? Paul will brook no rivals to justificatibg sheer unmeritedgrace alone, through
simple, unadorned, and unaccompanied faith alonge imputed righteousness of Jesus
Christ alone.

Look at the passage: verses 11-12. If you wagetaight with God, you
uncircumcised what must you d@ Verse 11believe like father Abraham! If you want



justification, youcircumcised ,what mustyou do? Verse 12, walk ithe steps of the faith
of our father Abraham. Thati#

That'’s it! No artificial additives allowed! No flotants, to soil the purity of the
gospel. Hear Paul clearly, dear friends. Todag,titomentyou can be right with God.
How can it be done? What must you do? You musttm@hrist, confessing your need,
and trusting Him to sav@hat’s it.

What an astonishingly simply thing the gospelistl how like Paul’'s opponents
we are when we see it. Like them we want to ardar’t we? “ltcan’t bethat easy,
surely. There’s no such thing as a free lunch. &kagot to be a catch. | fact, | think I'd
feel better if there is somethihgould do. I'd be able cling to the last shred gfpnide if
there was something faneto contribute.” And so we duck and dodge and wgeayang
somehow to find a route that will permit us to agtuce into the saving gospel of free grace
alone somethin@gnything, for usto add of our own efforts and performance to theget
gift of God in Jesus Christ.

But don’t you see, it is onlyride that speaks that way? It is boasting in yourself
that wants some role for your own merits or wokst Christ will not permit any rivals.
He will not share your praises with another, espalty not yourself. He will not divide
the glory with your own rebellious self-lovéf.you come to him thinking that salvation is
a “helping hand” from God to boost your own be$bre$, thenyou have not come to
Jesus at alllf you think being a Christian is doing your bestlalesus makes up the
difference you are not a ChristianYou are still in your sins, and you need to réar
believe the gospel right now!

You must come to Chrighowing you've gotnothing to contributeknowing you
can deserve only hell. You must come to Hitterly empty and rest yourselholly on
Christ. That is the only way. Abandon your prideful ga#tifying works and run to Jesus
for the salvation He is pleased to give you, wlasld complete as a gift of His sheer grace
alone.

When you do, your baptism which functioned presig only as a testimony
against your unbelief and rebellion, will serve nimwconfirm and comfort and assure you.
Christ is yours and you are His.

It will say to you, “Jesus has been made ovegota” Your baptism becomes the
title deed to Christ and the fullness of salvatitsbrings, assuring you that, yes indeed,
you do have Jesus for your inheritance.



Faith in Christ changes the song baptism sing®to Baptism always sings one of
two songs to those baptized. The first is a sorgraéntation, a song of mourning, over
your unbelief and your rejection of Christ, to whbaptism points you. When you believe
in Christ for salvation, that song is changed fisong of mourning into a song of
celebration. Your baptism now sings over you tleeigé of so great a salvation and so
great a Savior, constantly reminding and assurmg from now on, dear believer in Jesus,
that you have title, by the gift of God’s free geato Christ and to the inheritance
incorruptible and undefiled kept in heaven for you.

May God give us grace to hear the voice of the aigd seal of the covenant
promises and rest our faith in Christ alone thatdbngs sung over each of us by our
baptism might be a song of confidence and faithasslirance and comfort—saying,
“Christ is yours, and you are Higrever.”

Amen.



